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Yerritorial act, which the Senator from Maryland || points with a great deal of pleasure. The first ing that it might come up, I have preserved for 
poses to disapprove and annul. | reason assigned in the Housé of Representatives | atleey time the sendummienee of thie district at- 
I think, sir, we had better suppress a little of || for their action, by Mr. Cutting, who made the || torney in his own vindication, by which I under- 
our virtuous indignation, and leave these railroad || report, is that Governor Gorman and the Secre- | stand that what was done was done in his absence, 
companies to fight their own battles. The United || tary of the, Territory were corporators in the ‘| and by his deputy, that he was not responsible for 
States have no manner of interest in the question. || grant. From that fact the committee draw the | it, that he even denies the fact charged against 
If we have parted with our title, we have parted | inference of fraud. If they had reflected for a | him. I do not wish to raise the issue; but | ask 
with our interest; if we have not parted with our || moment, they would have found that a corporator | the consent of honorable Senators that when this 
title, then neither of the companies can have it. in a charter has no beneficial interest in it; he is | debate shall go out, these remarks may go in jus- 
The question is depending before the Supreme || & mere agent to receive subscriptions; if he does | tification of Mr. Warren, for whose honor and 
Court in the chamber below, on a record made up || not subscribe and become a stockholder, he has | truth I have great respect. 
that involves the whole isolated fact whether the || no beneficial interest at all. Itiswellknownthat || Mr. DOUGLAS. I have no doubt of the cor- 
United States have parted with the title or not. || neither of these gentlemen eve? did havea farthing | rectness of all the Senator has said of the merits 
Let us trust that court. [If the ling act is || of beneficial interest in that company. Thecom- | of Mr. Warren, but that is a matter of no conse- 
valid, the land belongs to the United States; if in- || pany was organized without their unRing with it. | quence, for whoever made up the record, every 





« 





valid, it belongs to the Territory; if it belongs to || The fact is that both of them are on the other side || lawyer will say that it presents the issue precisely 


the Territory, we have no interest as to what com- 
pany make the road. The people of the Terri- 
tory ought to be allowed to settle it. Hence, I 
think, we had better not be agents, involuntarily 


and unconsciously, of either the old company or | 


the new, to get one charter out of the way for the | 
benefit of another. I think we had better drop | 
the subject, and leave them to prosecute it in the | 
courts. With this statement of the case, I am 
sure, if the honorable Senator from Maryland had 
had the opportunity, which the late hour at which | 
the report was printed deprived him of, of seeing | 


the facts as set out in that report by the honorable || d 


Senator fram Pennsylvania, he would have been 
perfectly satisfied; he would have seen that it | 
would not be proper for this repealing act to take | 
place, when its effect would be to legislate the 
grant out of the hands of one company into an- 
other. 

Mr. MASON. I am utterly ignorant of the 
facts except so far as I hear them from others. | 
This matter;as I said, originated in the House. 
It is the second proposition which the House has | 
sent to us to attain the object it had in view. The | 
matter, [ suppose, was investigated there. I find | 
this statement in the debate which took place: 

“ When the Committee on the Judiciary came to look at 
the names of the persons mentioned in the territoria! act | 
proposed to be repealed, who were to receive this grant of | 
eight hundred and fifty thousand and odd acres of the public | 
lands, the committee found that one of the immediate | 
grantees of the Government was the Governor of that Ter- | 
ritory, who signed the bill, and another was the secretary | 
of the Territory, who certified the bill.” 





Mr. DOUGLAS. I can put that right in a || have the right to damages; if not, they have no 


moment. 

Mr. MASON. Allow me one moment. Here 
is the letter of the Attorney General to the district | 
attorney to which I referred, telling him that the 
President had ordered his dismissal from office 
because he had entered this suit without the knowl- 
edge of the Government. Under date of Decem- 
ber 30, 1854, he writes, ‘“‘[ am directed by the | 
President to say that he has learned with surprise | 
that you, as attorney of the United States for the 
Territory of Minnesota, have presumed, without | 
any orders whatever, to commence a suit in that | 
Territory,’ &c. ‘* These acts are in direct viola- 
tion of explicit instructions. The President will | 
not, and until he has further information on the | 
subject he cannot, undertake to question the mo- | 
eon ' yest conduct in that —. : being suf- | 

cient for resent purpose e Department 
that in view of the coparaingd facts he cannet | 
suffer the legal interests of the United States to | 
remain longer in your charge. You will, there- 
fore, consider official position terminated on 
the receipt of this communication.” 
_ Weall know what the law’s delay is; but I find 
in the report of the debate again that the suit 
which was thus commenced by the district attor- 
ney in that Territory, is thus spoken of: 

“It was commenced an the 23d of October. The plead- 
ings are exceedingly volaminous; but within the remark- 


ably short space of twelve days the were served, 

4 , owes as 

ere eer ieee 

United States, all in twelve days !”” 

a mene bine oe eres 

welve s t to 

Court of the United Seeet 3» 

Mr. me 1 will answer these two 





of this question. They were named in the law to || in the mode to test the only question in which this 
receive subscriptions to the stock; and they were | Government has a particle of interest, to wit: have 
put there simply because they were territorial offi- | the United States parted with their title to the land? 
cers, and thus could see whether the law was com- || That being the case, we have no interest now 
plied with. From that clause, which was a pre- || beyond that decision which is to be made by the 
cautionary measure, and a proper one on the part || Supreme Court. Let Minnesota fight her own 
of the Legislature to insert the names of the Gov- | battles in her domestic legislation, as to who shall 
ernor and Secretary to see that the law was com- | make the railroad. Let the rival railroad compa- 
plied with, the inference is drawn that these two | nies fight their own battles. Let them not come 
gentlemen acted corruptly, although they never | here, by their agents, lobbying us, to get us to 
became interested to theamount of a farthing,and become the agents of one company or the other, 
could not even receive pay for the services ren- || to legislate the grant into the hands of one to the 
ered, | exclusion of the other. Sir, I think we had better 
As to the record of the case in the Supreme | wash our hands of it, and let the question drop. 
Court it is stated that it is very voluminous, and | [ am sorry to have detained the Senate so long. 
that in the space of twelve days they actually Mr. MASON. The Senator from lilinois spoke 
made up the pleadings and had the case decided. || of there being agents here for these rival railroad 
What is the record? Itis an action of trespass || companies, to affect the deliberation and decision 
by the United States, against an agent of the com- || of Congress on this question. If that is known 
pany for cutting timber. The first paper is the || to him, it is unknown tome. I never heard of 
declaration. The defendants plead the charter | the proposition; I never saw the bill until my 
from the Territorial Legislature of Minnesota, the || attention was called to it by the Senator from 
grant of land, and avercompliance. The plaintiff || Maryland. 
then replies the repealing act of Congress. The |- Mr. SEBASTIAN. It is quite necessary, Mr. 
defendants demur. That is the whole record. |} President, that we should have a brief Executive 
Would it taketwelve days to make that up? What || session. 
preg oe would require one day to make up a record Mr. MASON. Let us vote. 
of that kind? The pleadings consist of a printed || Mr. SEBASTIAN. If I can understand it to 
charter, a printed act of Congress, and a gen- | be the general assent of the Senate to take the vote 
eral demurrer. ‘That is all there is init. What | now, of course I will not make the motion. 
did the record present to the court? The isolated | The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate 
fact.of whether the United States were owners of | ready for the question upon the appeal ? 
the land or not. If they are the owners, they Mr. PEARCE. I prefer not to have it decided 
i : just at this moment, for | have no hesitation in 
right to damages atall. Itdoesnotdecide whether | saying, after the suggestions which. have fallen 
the Territory owns the land, whether the com- || from the Senator from lilinois, that it seems to me 
pany owns it, or who does, except the question } if we are to repeal one charter, we ought to repeal 
whether the United States have parted with their || the others to which he has alluded. I am quite 
title. That record presents all that the United || satisfied that there is nothing in the case to justify 
States have any interestin. Nothing beyond that || the repeal of one, yet 1 do not know so well the 
affects us.. lt may affect the Territory of Min- || history of the other companies as to feel entirely 
nesotaj or the two rival companies. Then, sir, || justified in proposing, at this time, the repeal of 
what is the necessity. for complaining that they | all the charters. I donot believe, myself, that the 
were only twelve days altogether in making up } charter proposed to be repealed by the amendment 
such a record and geiting a decision upon it? [| is worth anything. I doubt very much whether 
repeat, no lawyer would want over one day to | it has a legal existence, if closely examined into; 


make it up, and then the court might want a rea- | and of one thing I am very certain, that the re- 


sonable time after the argument to decide upon it. | pealing act is entirely valid, and that neither one 
As to your district attorney, | have no defense | company nor the other can ever acquire a title to 
to make. I do not know him. I believe, from | any lands, the grant of which was repealed by that 
what I have heard, that he is a most excellent, | act. 1 understand the Senator to concur.in that. 
worthy man, of strict integrity, a fine and elegant | That being the case, shall be disposed, under the 
scholar, but, perhaps, not a very experienced law- || circumstances, to withdraw my amendment; but I 
yer. That is what I believe of him. I believe he | | cannot do so while the appeal is pending. I prefer, 
acted sincerely; but this record was made up by | therefore, to go into"Executive session, and after 
his are eee believe * o not || we cothe out, I think we can arrange the matter. 
ons ie ae ROREEEP | EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
eee an Ragyecalh a eenepeaee the | The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. Warren, the district at- | ¢**cutive business. 
torney who has been mentioned, is a native of | FRANCIS E. BADEN--MINNESOTA RAILROAD 
New York. He is,.in regard to scholarly and 1 When the doors were reopened, the Paestven? 
ntlemanly habits and associations, all that has || stated that he would submit the question to the 
oe said of him by the Senator from Illinois. But || Senate whether they would receive Mr. Peance’s 
I think the honorable Senator does“ him injustice || amendment, for the purpose of having a vote 
in saying that he is a very bad la 7a it not | upon it. , 
only does injustice to him, but it somesus- || Mr. BADGER. I desire to say that I was re- 
cion upon the Administration which appointed || quested and aviherined by my friend from Mary- 
im, and of which the Senator from Illinois is one || land, who was indisposed, and obliged to leave the 
of the great pillars. What I -wish, however, to say | Chamber, to withdraw the amendment which he 
is, that in anticipation of this question, and sup- | offered. 
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Leave was given, and the amendment was with- | 1 1 

'had previously received the signature of the 
Mr. BADGER. I fear that, in the observations | Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

which | made on this question of order, when | || ! 

was speaking with a great deal of energy upon the | accounts of John D. Colmesnil; 

subject, | used expressions which seemed to be || A bill to 

not exactly courteous toward the gentleman who || Mississippi, Chattanooga, in the State of Tennes- 


drawn. 


occupied the chair. 
stand them. 
be considered taken back and utterly forgotten. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. WELLER, from the second committee of 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year ending June 30, 
1856, reported: 

That the Senate recede from their seventeenth and twen- 
tieth amendments disagreed to by the House, which are as 
follows : 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the same allow- 
ance in respect of rations be hereafter made to the military 
commandant of the Schulykill arsenal in the quartermas- 
ter’s department as to the commandants of the arsenals in 
the ordnance department. 


Sxc. 9. And be it further enacted, That the Governors of | 


the several States and Territories be, and they are hereby, 
authorized to sell to the best advantage, the arms her€tofore 
distributed under the act of April 28, 1808, and invest the 
funds arising out of such sales in other arms more suitable 
for the purposes contemplated by said act: Provided, That 


no arms be so purchased or provided, except such as may | 


be of the same description and caliber as those regularly 
adopted and in use in the Army of the United States. 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
sixth, fourteenth, and fifteenth amendments of the Senate, 
as follows: 

For surveys for military defenses of the sea and inland 
frontier, $15,000. 7 

“And be it further enacted, That the provisions of an act 


ployed in the Territory of New Mexico, while ander mili- 
tary government,” approved July 17, 1854, be, and the same 


are hereby, extended to embrace the case of Lieutenant || 


Colonel J. M. Washington, deceased, late of the Army, for 
and during the period of his appointment and service as 


military Governor of New Mexico, ex oflicio superintendent | 
of Indian affairs, and commander of the troops prior to the | 


formation of the civil government. 


I hope he did not so under- | 
are did so, 1 wish them to | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


1] 


| 


| 


1 


| 


entitled ** An act for the pare of the civil officers em- | 


| August 4, 1852, entitled ‘* An act to grant the | 
| right of way to all rail and plank roads, and Mac- | 


| lands belonging to the United States, to the public | 
|| lands in the Territories of the United States; 


|| of the Territory of New Mexico; 


| 





| 


be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to be expended, 4 


under the direction of the War Department, in the purchase 
and importation of camels and dromedaries to be employed 
for military purposes. 

That the House agree to the thirteenth amendment of the 
Senate, as follows: . 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That the board of offi- 
cers appointed under the sixth section of the act making 
appropriations for the support of the Army for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1853, approved August 31; 1852,.is hereby 
authorized and directed, in addition to the powers and 
duties already conferred upon it, to extend its examinations 
to claims arising from the destruction of property by the 
troops serving under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
John C. Frémont, in California, in the years 1846 and 1847, 
by his orders, as well as for the destruction of property by 
the enemy, caused by the occupancy of the claimants’ prem- 
ises by the said United States troops; that the said board is 
empowered to summon and examine witnesses under oath, 
and take testimony in California (if necessary) and else- 


where ; that for the payment of claims reported favorably | 


upon by the board in its report to the Secretary of War, 
dated 5th December, 1854, Ex. Doc. 8, 33d Cong., 2d sees., 
including that numbered one hundred and ninety seven, 


being the claim of Santiago E. Arguillo, and amounting te | 


$11,584, and for the compensation of the members of said 
board, for and during the period of service as such, at a rate 
not exceeding $3,000 per annum each, deducting therefrom 


| ate during the present session, now about to terminate. 


| 


| 
| | 


j 


i] 





hereby, appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not 1] 
otherwise appropriated ; and the Secretary of the Treasury || 
is hereby authorized and directed to pay to the treasurer of 


said board, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of 310,000 for the contingent expenses 





of the said board, including therein office rent and clerk’s || 


hire, stationery, fuel, the payment of the witnesses’ fees 
duly summoned by the board, at a rate not exceeding those 
paid by the United States district courts in California or 


elsewhere, as the case may be, the traveling expenses of 


seid board, not exceeding sixteen cents per mile to each 
member, and other incidental ex penses— 

With an a t to strike out all after the word 
** hereby,’? where it first occurs, afd add “‘ abolished,” and 
also the following: Provided, That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States to appoint, during the recess 
of Congress, such of the commissioned officers authorized 


aby this act, below the grade of field officers, as may not be 


j 








appointed during the present session, whose commissions | 


shall expire on the lst day of May, 1856. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report; 
and it was concurred in. 

A message was subsequently received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their 


Clerk, announcing that they had also agreed to the 
report. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fol- 


| 
| 
| 


of William A. Christian; 


gust 3, 1854; 


deceased ; 


'and other works of defense, and for repairs of | 


| and 


|| sent, and unanimously agreed to: 
See. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sum of $30,000 | 


| Office, to be filled every four years. 
their Army pay, the sum of $40,548 be, and the same is || 








lowing enrolled bills and joint resolutions, which 


A joint resolution for the final adjustment of the 
A bill to establish Columbus, in the State of 


see, and Hickman, in the State of Kentucky, ports 
of delivery; 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 


A bill for the relief of Paul S. Ridgway of Ohio; | 
A bill extending the provision of the act of | 


amized turnpikes passing through the public | 


A resolution explanatory of an act passed Au- | 


A bill forsthe relief of Ferdinand Clark; 
A bill for the relief of Thomas S. J. Johnson, | 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas Park, 


A bill for the relief of Titian R. Peale; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of . Lieutenant | 
Andrew Finley; 

A bill for the relief of Jeptha L. Heminger; | 

A bill making appropriations for fortifications | 


barracks and quarters, for the year ending the | 
30th of Juhe, 1856; 
A joint resolution for the relief of John Dugan; 


A joint resolution to pay the pension due James 
wae to his administrator; 
joint resolution for the relief of James Hughes; 
and 
A joint resolution for the relief of Joel Henry 
Dyer. 


THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE. 





| 
| 


j 
| 
| 


| 


} 


| 


i 








| 











March 38, 


entitled “ An act making appropriations for the transporta 
tion of the United States mail, by ocean steamers and other 
] 


wise, @uring the fiscal ending the 30th of June, 1855 
and the 30th of Jane, 1856,” returned this day by the Pres’ 
-ident of the United States, do not pass. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. RUSK, from the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
bill making appropriations for the service of the 

ment during the fiscal year end. 
ing the 30th of June, 1856, reported: . 

That the Senate recede from their 'd pment to the 
House amendment of the third amendment of the Senate, 

- That the Senate recede from their ent to the 
House amendment to the fourth amendment of the Senate, 

That the Senate recede from their disagreement ang 
agree to the House amendment to the‘vixth Senate amenq- 
ment. 

That the Senate recede from their disagreementand agree 
to the amendment of the House to the tenth amendment of 
the Senate. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the sey. 
enth amendment of the Senate. 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
eleventh amendment of the Senate. 


The report was concurred in. 


The third amendment of the Senate was to add: 


For compensation to William M. F. Magraw, for carrying 
the mail on route 8911, frem Independence, Missouri, to 
the Great Salt Lake City, Utah Territory, monthly each 
way, according to the contract under which said service is 
now being performed, the sum of $36,000 per annum, com- 
mencing with the contract aforesaid, and in lieu of the com. 
pensation therein stipulated. 


The amendments of the House to that were to 
insert in lieu of *‘ contract aforesaid’’ the words 
‘* 18th of August, 1854, and continuing one year;” 
and to add: ‘ 

Provided, That the Postmaster General, with the assent 
of the contractors, be, and he is hereby, authorized to annul 
said contract. 

Also, for compensation to Jacob Hall, for carrying the 
mail on route No. 8912, from Independence, Missouri, to 
Santa Fé, Territory of New Mexico, monthly each way, 
accurding to the contract under which said service is now 
being performed, the sum of $22,000 per annum for one 
year from the 18th day of AuguSt, 1854: Provided, That 
the Postmaster General, with the assent of the contractor, 


Post Office 


Mr. CLAYTON submitted the following reso- || be, and he is hereby, authorized to annul said contract. 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 


Resolved, That the unanimous thanks of the Senate be, 
and the same are hereby, tendered to the Hon. Jesse D. 


Briont, for the very abie, dignified, and impartial magner | 


in which he had presided over the deliberations of the Sen- 


DISTRICT INSANE ASYLUM. 
Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on the 


District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 





House bill to organize an institution for the in- 


sane of the Army and Navy, and for the District | 
of Columbia, in said District, reported it back | 


without amendment. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
considered the bill. 

No amendment being proposed, it was reported 


| to the Senate. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. How is the superintend- 
ent of the institution to be appointed, and by 
whom ? . 

Mr. DAWSON. By the Secretary of the In- 
terior. . 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Thenit is to be apolitical 
t is all 
wrong. 

Mr. DAWSON. I know it is wrong; but no 
amendment can be made at this time, and the 


| institution is needed immediately. 


The bill was ordered to a third reading; and 
was read the third time, and passed. 


WASHINGTON MONUMENT. 


Mr. DAWSON. I hold in my hand a bill 
which was referred to the committee yesterday, 
to incorporate the Washington National Monu- 
ment Society. It was read a first and second 
time yesterday. There is no possibility of pass- 
ing it, and I am not directed to report it. 

he PRESIDENT. I: will lie upon the table, 
if their be no objection. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message.was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that they had agreed to the resolution of 
the Senate to suspend the 17th joint rule of the 


two Houses for the present session. 


Also, that they had passed the following reso- 


lution: 


Resolved, On reconsideration, that the bill of the House 





The fourth amendment of the Serfate was: 

For compensation to George H. Giddings for carrying the 
mail on route 12900, from Santa Fé, New Mexico, to San 
Antonio, Texas, monthly each way, according to the con- 
tract under which said service is being performed, the sun 
of $33,500 per annum, commencing with the contract afore- 
said, and in lieu of the compensation therein stipulated. 


The amendments of the House to it were to 
strike out ** contract aforesaid’’ and insert ** 18th 
day of August, 1854, and continuing one year;” 
and to add: 


Provided, That the Postmaster General, with the assent 
of the contractor, be, and he is hereby, authorized to annul 
said contract. 

And that each contractor, engaged or to be engaged in 
carrying the mails through any of the Territories west of 
the Mississippi shall have the privilege of occupying sta- 
tions at the rate of not more than one for every twenty 
miles of the route on which he carries the mail, and shall 
have a preémptive right therein when the same shail be 
brought into market, to the extent of six hundred and forty 
acres, to be taken contiguousty, and to include his improve- 
ments; but no such preémptive right shall extend to any 
pass in the mountain or other defile. : 


The sixth amendment of the Senate was: 


Sec. 3. 4nd he it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized to establish and 
pas in operation a semi-monthly mail by sea, frum San 

neisco, in the Staie of Cal ia, to Olympia, in the 
erritory of Washington, touching at Hamboldt bay, Trini- 
dad, and Crescent City, in the e of California; Port 
Orford, Gardiner City, or Umpqau, and Astoria, in the Terri- 
tory of Washington ; Shoal Water bay andWort Townsend, 
in the Territory of Washi » and such other — as 
shall be designated by the tmaster General : vided, 
The whole cost of said service shall not exceed the sum of 
$120,000 per annum. 
_ The amendments of the House to it were, to 
insert after ‘‘ Provided,’’ the words: 

That the contract for said service be advertised by the 
Postmaster General in pursuance of existing laws, and let 
to the lowest bidder: 4nd provided further, That. 


And to add: 
And provided ‘That the Postmaster General may, 
it'he aball deen 1 for the palike ionerest, contract for said 
service with the lowest bidder, as aforesaid, under adver- 
proposals heretofore made for mail service between 


the points aforesaid. yi its 

The tenth amendment of the Senate was: 4 

Src. —. And be it further That the First Comp- 
witionat the be i toe the claim 


of William R. Glover and Thomas W.- y and their 


associates, and ascertain and allow suc werrearage a8 {Wry 
arent to, Janice and ety, on ect 


into between William Glover a 


contract entered R. - 9 
Eee i aioe Paes ate 


sign 
apr 


esssrcos re 











Ohio rivers ; and that such damages shall be paid to William 


R. Glover and Thomas W. Mather and their associates, out 
of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 


The amendment of the House to it, was to add: 


Provided, The sum shall not exceed the sum of $200,000. | the nfilitary service to furnish Fort Leavenworth 
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|| certain contingency. 








- -— - — > —+-— = 





Mr. JONES, of fowa. I should have no objec- 
What did we do at the last || tion to that; but it would require the bill to go back 
| session? ‘That in the event the Secretary of War || to the House, and it would necessarily fail. 

| should deem it inconsistent with the interests of Mr. WELLER, I think the adoption of that 


‘| amendment will operate to defeat the entire bill. 


appropriated shall not be expended unless on a | 


From their disagreement to these amendments || for the use of the territorial government of Kan- | At the present time, therefore, | hope it will be 
] sas, the sum of $25,000 should be, and in that | voted down. 


of the House jo their amendments the Senate 
recede, and agree to them. 


contingency was, appropriated for the erection of | 


Mr. BRODHEAD. That is not a good argu- 


The seventh and eleventh amendments, from || public buildings for the use of the Legisiature.| ment against a proper amendment. If we are 


their disagreement to which the House recede, 
were: 

Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That the right to frank 
letters and documents now allowed by law to the Vice 
President, be continued to those who have heretofore or 
shall hereafter occupy that office, during life. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 


General be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay Cranston || 


Laurie, a reasonable compensation for performing the duties 
of two desks in the Post Office Department, not to exceed 
haif-pay of a clerk for the time he was 80 employed. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that they had agreed to the report. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore subsequently 
signed the enrolled bill of the House making 
appropriations for the service of the Post Office 


his power was conferred upon the Governor at || going to do injustice without the amendment, 

| the last session, and $25,000 were placed in his | surely the allegation that it will defeat the bill 
| hands for that purpose. | take it for granted, as | should not prevail. Is therea wonderful and press- 
| he has had ten months, he has exercised the | ing necessity for enreees Paerene sees of $25,000 
power. If he has exercised it, how are you to | before we know whether the first is expended ? 

| take the money out of his hands that was appro- || At the next session this can be appropriated, if 
priated at the last session, as this bill does? Sir, it is necessary. I hope, therefore, the amendment 

this requires some consideration. How many | will be agreed to. e conferred the power upon 
eople are to be accommodated out there with || the Executive at the last session; and now, with- 

| these buildings? Itis for the permanent seat of || out any allegations against him, by this bill we 
the Legislature, Well, how long is it to beperma- should reflect upon him. It is nota proper mode 

pnent? I take it for granted that it will come into | of legislation to confer a nower upon the Execu- 
| the Union as a State before long. How many are | tive one session, place the money in his hands, 
we to accommodate out there? We have already | direct him to proceed to execute the law, and then, 


|| appropriated $25,000. I believe there are eighteen || without inquiring whether he has executed it or 


1D duri hb Bacal dine 30th || °° nineteen members of the Council, and twenty- | not, take it from him. Sir, it is improper; and I 
J wee, 1856 . The Mehelare of he Speaker of the | six of the House. Are weto go on and appro- || hope it will not be persisted in. 
, ° } 


House having been previously affixed thereto. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of || to say on this occasion is, that we have prece- || Nebraska Territory. 
the United States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Secre- || dents in the case of Wisconsin anf Iowa. 


tary, announcing that he had approved and signed 
the following acts and resolutions: 

An act for the relief of Madalena Van Ness, 
widow of Cornelius Van Ness, deceased; 

An act to appropriate money to remove the ob- 
structions in the Savannah river, below the city 
ef Savannah, in the State of Georgia; 

An act for the relief of Franklin Chase; 

An act in addition to certain acts granting boun- 
ty lands to certain officers and soldiers who have 
been engaged in the military service of the United 
States; 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Nancy Weather- 
ford, widow of Colonel William Weatherford, of 
the first regiment Illinois volunteers in the Mex- 
ican war; 

An act to change the boundaries of the land 
districts in the State of lowa, and for other pur- 

ses; 

A resolution explanatory of an act entitled ‘*An 
act for the relief of Abigail Stafford,’’ and 

A resolution explanatory of an act passed Au- 
gust 3, 1854. , 

METROPOLITAN RAILROAD. 

Mr. DAWSON. There isa bill from the House 
of Representatives to authorize the Metropolitan 
Railroad Company to come into the city of Wash- 
ington, to which there are several amendments 
ee which may consume time: but, if there 

e no objection, | should like to take it up. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I hope my friend from 
Georgia will not press that. Let us pass some 
private bills. 

Mr. DAWSON. Then I withdraw it. 

Mr. STUART. I will make the motion that 
the bill lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


KANSAS PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
_Mr. JONES, of Iowa. The Committee on Ter- 
ritories have instructed me to report back the 
House bill to provide for the erection of public 
buildings in the Territory of Kansas, without 
amendment, and ask its immediate consideration. 
_ The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, con- 
sidered the bill. 

It appropriates $25,000 for the continuation and 
erection of public buildings for the use of the Legis- 
lature of the Territory of Kansas, to be expended 
under the direction of the Governor of the Terri- 
tory; but the money, or any part thereof, or of 
any portion of the money heretofore appropriated 


for this purpose, is not to. be until the 
Legislature of the Territory shall have fixed by 
law the permanent seat of 


Congress we appropriated $25,000 for the: public 
buildings in Kansas. 1 do not know whether that 
has been nee or not. [fit has been expended, 
this bill is wrong. If it has not been expended, 
there is no necessity for a further appropriation. 
The proviso directs that the money heretofore 


| 

























priate money in this way? I should like to know 
| something about this. i bi 


r. JONES, of lowa. I hold in my hand a 
ll which has passed the House of Represent- 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa. All that itis necessary || atives, making an appropriation of $50,000 for 
his additional $25,000 for 
As || Kansas puts the two Territories on the same foot- 
Delegate from one of thos¢ Territories, I obtained | ing. 
| $20,000 for the construction of the buildings, and | Mr. BRODHEAD called for the yeas and nays, 
_ afterwards my successor—my colleague—obtained || and they were ordered. 
| $20,000 more, and an additional appropriation of ‘| Mf JOHNSON. Governor Reeder has asked 
| a section of land for the completion of the public || for the appropriation, and it hasalways been usual 
| buildings of lowa. I do not wish to consume time || for the Legislature to have the selection of the site. 
| in discussing the question. I want Kansas and | Mr. BRODHEAD. The proviso should be 

Nebraska to be treated exactly like other Terri- || struck out. : 

tories which have gone before. They are young || Mr. WELLER. The bill simply provides for 
| Territories. They stand much more in need of || an additional appropriation of $25,000 to be ex- 
| relief than Wisconsin and lowa did. The Dele- || pended under the direction of the Governor, and 


| gate cannot be heard here; but | ask you to act || not until the Legislature shall have permanently 
| justly towards the Territory. 


|| fixed the seat of government, just as the otherap- 
| -Mr. BRODHEAD. That all may be; but has | propriation was. The whole effect of itis to make 
_the money which we have already appropriated || the amount $50,000. The effect of the amend- 
| been expended? [If it has, the bill is wrong. If |} ment is inevitably to defeat the bill; and | hope it 
| it has not, what is the effect of the proviso? It | will be voted down. 
directs that the money heretofore appropriatedand || Mr. BRODHEAD. As my friend from Cal- 
placed in the hands of the Executive shall not be || ifornia has several times informed the Senate that 
expended until the Legislature fix the permanent || the amendment will defeat the bill, | hope | may 
seat of Government. He may have made a con- || be permitted to restate my objections toit. He, 
| tract. I suppose he has. || as far as he proceeded, stated it correctly, but all 
Mr. WELLER. Suppose the $25,000 hereto- } of its provisions were not stated. It is true, it 
| fore appropriated has all been expended, the Sen- || appropriates $25,000 in addition to what has here- 
/ate must readily perceive that it will require at || tofore been appropriated. Twenty five thousand 
Teast $50,000 to construct any sort of buildings || dollars was appropriated last session. Who 
| there for the accommodation of the territorial gov- | knows whether it has been expended or not? Then 
j ernment. I take it for granted that $50,000 would || follows the proviso that no part of the appropria- 
| be necessary to construct the buildings which are || tion heretqfore made shall be expended until the 
| indispensable for the use of the Territory. In my || Territorial Legislaturedoesso and so, The Legis- 
| judgment, whether the former appropriation has || lature may legislate not for the future, but for the 
| been expended or not, there is a necessity for the || present. If these are to be permanent, and it is 
| passage of this bill. : || our money, why not let our Executive officer con- 
|. Mr. BRODHEAD. I think we ought not to | tinue in the discharge of the duties imposed on 
| proceed in this manner without some knowledge || him at the last session ? 
on the subject, | donotknow whetherthemoney | The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
| has been expended or not. I donot know whether || Tesulted—yeas 10, nays 23; as follows: 
| the Governor has made any contract or not. He || _¥ BAS—Messrs. Brainerd, Brodhead, Cooper, Daweon, 
has had the power for the last ten months, and | Foot, Gillette, Jones of Tennessee, Seward, Sumner, and 
| . : Waiker—!10. 
aes yon geese to take it out of his hands. | NAys—Messrs. Adams, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, Brown, 
| Well, sir, how can you reverse what he has al- 


| Clayton, Douglas, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, James, John- 
ready done in pursuance of law by congressional | son, JGnes of fowa, Mallory, Mason, Morton, Rusk, Se- 
action ? It cannot be done. i pear Hh ae Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, Weller, 
: | an — 
| Mr. JONES, of lowa.. It could not be done, | 2 


| in the first instance, becauge no seat of govern- So the amendment was rejected, 


|-ment was established in the original act. The | Mr. STUART. I wish to make an inquiry of 
Governor of the Territory was to convene the | the Committee on Territories. As I understand it, 
Legislature at such point as he thought proper, the appropriation of last year was not limited as 
and at their meeting they were to fix the perma- | to the time of expenditure as this is. The proviso 
nent seat of governinent. This additional appro- in this bil! limits both the law of last year and this 
priation is avked for to complete the buildings, || one, without any statement of what the Governor 
| exactly as was done in the case of Wisconsin and || may have done under the appropriation of Inst 


lowa. : | year. So far as that is concerned, the information 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I teke it for granted, in | ought to be before the Senate. I understand from 
the case of Wisconsin and lowa, the money first | 


the chairman of the Committee on Territories, 
appropriated was expended, I think $25,000 is | that the appropriation of last year contained no 
enough; at Any rate we ought to have an amend- | such limitation. 
ment adopted, and I offer the following: || Mr. BRODHEAD. I will read the provision 
Provided further, That nothing in this act contained '| of the law of last year. Itis: 
shall be construed to render invalid any contract or con-{| “That in the event the Secretary of War shall deem it 
tracts made by the said Governor in ptrsuance of existing || 


| inconsistent with the interest of the military service to fur- 
aoe for such site, or for the of such public || nish a sufficient portion of the military baildings at Fort 


|, Leavenworth for the use of the territorial government ef 
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Kansas, the ents of $25,000 shall be, and in that contin- | the bill taken up and chest I will state the adverse || House of Re 


gency hereby is, appropriated for the erection of public 
butidings for the use of the Legislature of the Territory of 
Kaneas, to be expended under the direction of the Gov- 
ernor of said Territory.”’ 


The Governor of the Territory communicated | 


with the Secretary of War on the subject, and the 
Secretary informed him officially that no portion 


of the buildings at that reservation could be used | 


--» || Committee of the Whole, proceeded toconsider the | bill. 

for the purpose. Hence it was that the section ‘il Is obj sa oats oabepinaiogs now 
S . | received by Thomas C. Ramsey and Ananias QO. | 
enator from Illinois [Mr. Dove | Richardson, of T . dean McLangh- | 


which I have a read was passed. It was 


passed, as the 
LAs) well knows, in consequence of the refusal of 
the Secretary of War to permit those buildings to 
be used. In the original Kansas act we provided 
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| derstands it. © 


| not objected to. 




















——=~ SS 
ives for the relief of Stephen 
report. I am sure the Senator from Louisiana | Lutz, of New York, have directed me to report jt 
will go with me in favor of the bill when he un- | back withoutamendment. It is simply to refund 

_ to him $500 which he paid to the Government for 
| goods sold by it under a misapprehension. | ask 

or its present consideration. e 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 


to; and the Senate, asin | as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I think, at this hour of 
the night, we ought to pass only such bills as are 


The motion was 


It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas. 
ury to pay to Lutz $500, with interest at the rate 
of six centum annum, from the 10th of 
lin, of Virginia, to sixteen dollars instead of eight | March, 1851, being the amount paid by him for 
dollars a month. The increase to commence from thirty-one cases containing machinery and Appa- 


that the Territorial Legislature should hold its ses- } the 19th of December, 1854. || ratas for the light or lantern of a light-house im- 


sions in the Fort Leavenworth property. The 
Secretary of War informed us that he could not 
spare it for the purpose, and thereupon, in the 


military appropriation bill, an eppropemnos was || the papers will show, as the chairman of thecom- | 


made in the language which I have read. This 
was eight monthsago. The power was then con- 
ferred upon the Governor. 

Mr. STUART. I submit, that being the case, 


that the proviso of this bill which locks up the | 
appropriation of last year, without knowing what | 
contracts may have been entered into under it, is | 


improper. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I move further to amend 
the bill in the following clause: 


‘* Provided, Said money, or any part thereof, or any sum 
heretofore operoptioved for this purpose,.shall not be ex- 


} 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am aware that | ported into New York for the United States, and 
the report of the Senate Committee on Pensions, || there, by mistake, sold at public sale to Lutz, the 


| in this case, is adverse, and the indorsement upon _ highest bidder. 


The bill was ed to the Senate without 
mittee will remember, that the committee made 4 amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
an adverse report simply on the ground that there third time, and passed. 
a precedent for the bill. I will state the | c. arms CONVENTION WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 
acts. seo ll : : 
ip: || Mr. WELLS submitted the following resolu- 
Ramsey and Richardson, of Tennessee, were |..." ; : Omg 0 
in the battle of Monterey. ” Both of them were | — ‘ seat phe considered by Sonera HeneeR, 


| young men, and each lost an arm in the engage- 

ment. McLaughlin, of Virginia, lost his arm in 
'| some other battle in Mexico. The simple ques- 
|| tion is, whether you shall increase their pensions 
| from eight to’sixteen dollars a month? 


hether | 


| there be precedent for it or not, I neither know nor | 


Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish to 
| the Senate the report of the commissioners for the adjust- 
| ment of claimssunder the convention of February 8, 1853, 
between the United States and Great Britain, with the de- 
cisions of the commissioners and umpire, and the argu. 
ments of the agents as reported by them ; and thatthe usual 
| number of copies of the same be printed for the use of the 


ended until the Legislature of the said Territory shall | care. What 4 do know is, that these gallant || Senate, under the direction of the Department of State, to 
Fave fixed by law the permanent seat of government” * | young men, in serving their country in the prime 1 be properly bound, edited, and indexed. 
by striking cut the words “‘ or any sum hereto- || of life, in the vigor of youth, with bright pros- H JOSEPH M’CORMACK. 
| 


fore aan for this purpose.’ 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I hope the Senate will 
not agree to the amendment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Lask for the yeas and nays 


upon it, because I know that the provision as it | 


stands is wrong. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


|| side of the honorable Senator.} Now, Mr. Pres- | 


Mr. JONES, of lowa. I only desire to say, | 


that the adoption of this amendment will defeat the 
bill; because, if it be amended, it cannot be passed 
through the House of Representatives. The result 
of the amendment of the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania will be to give to the Governor of Kansas, 


| because there is no precedent, refuse to give men, 


| eight dollars a month? If there is no precedent, 


instead of to the Legislature, the power of fixing | 


the seat of government. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I eg leave to correct that 
statement. If my amendment be adopted, the | 
words “ provided said money, orany part thereof, 
shall not be expended until the Territorial Legis- 
lature of said Territory shall fix by law the per- 
a seat of government,’’ will remain in the 

ili. 

The question being taken on the amendment by 
ir and nays, resulted—yeas 9, nays 25; as fol- 
ow: , 


YEAS—Mesers. Brainerd, Brodhead, Chase, Foot, Gil- 
lette, Seward, Stuart, Wade, and Walker—9. 
NAY 3—Measrs. Adams, Benjamin, Bright, Brown, Clay- 





ton, Cooper, Dawson, Douglas, Gwin, Houston, James, | 


Johnson, Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, 
Mason, Merton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Thompson of 
Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Welier, and 
Welis—25. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. , 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN NEBRASKA. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Jowa, the Sen- 
ate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider the bill from the House of Representa- 
tives to provide for the erection of public buildings 
in the 2450000 f preeice. It propanee wer. 

priate or rpose, to be expen 
plat the direction of Ralncase: of the Terri- 
tory, but no of the money is to be expended 
one Territorial hagiaiete re shall have fixed by 

w the permanent seat vernment. 

The bill was e the Senate without 
amendment, ord to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


THOMAS C. RAMSEY AND OTHERS. 
Mr. AONEA, of Tennessee. I ask the Senate 


to take up the House bill for the relief of Thomas 
o Romer? Ananias 0. Richardson, and James 


in. 
Me BENJAMIN. I perceive there is an ad- 
verse report in that case. LP god 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to have 


| 
| 





| 


| 





| reduced to a solitary arm. The very ball which || ,, 
|| carried off the arm of both these young men car- 
|| ried with it the lives of four other Tennesseans, 


pects before them, were maimed, and were each | Qy motion by Mr. JONES, of lowa, the Senate, 


| as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
| sider the bill of the House of Representatives 
|| granting a pension to Joseph McCormack. The 
|| amount of the proposed pension is four dollars a 
month, to commence January 1, 1854. 

In the war of 1812, McCormack served two 
| tours—one to Norfolk as a drafted soldier, and 
| the other to Baltimore as a substitute. In the 
| Mexican war, although he had attained a very 
I k th he Se il | advanced age, he was prominent in his efforts to 

want to make one. ope the Senate will pass | raise the company which was formed in Berkeley 


- bill. It was passed 7 the House ees | county, Virginia. He went with the company 
ere never was so just a case presented. \| ’ ; 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to || podencee ge tane Sengpticiwedle . we Fx, Asem ‘inet span 


ee |, general, for the reason that his teeth were too 
a third reading, read the thind time, and passed. | Gefective to enable him to bite off the end of a 
GEORGE W. M CERREN. 


cartridge. Anxious as he was to engage for the 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I have tried for fifty times | second time in the service of his country, and 
to get up a little resolution of the House for the || mortified by his rejection, he refused to remain 
relief of a constituent of mine. It is a joint resolu- || behind, but persisted in going to the war on his 
tion, which has been reported back favorably by || own responsibility. His determined purpose ex- 
the Committee on Military Affairs, for the relief | cited the sympathy of the officers, and he was 
of George W. McCerren, and I move that it be || permitted to go along with the Berkeley company, 
now taken up. which his efforts had contributed so much to raise. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- || He remained in Mexico during the time that the 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- || rae remained, supporting himself by honest 
sider the joint resolution. toil; and although the. Virginia regiment had no 
Its object is to direct the Secretary of War to || opportunity of engaging in action on the field of 
adjudicate, settle, and pay the claim of George W. | battle, McCormack always was ready to enter 
McCerren, for such bread, beans, and pork, or || into action when the regiment with which he had 
bacon, in barrels, as were taken out of his posses- | gone to the seat of war should be called upon to 
sion in 1847, by order of the commanding officer || do so. a ‘ oa 
of the United States Army in command at Brazos || He was injured by a fall in landing from the 
Santiago, and used in the construction of Fort || vessel at Brazos Santiago, in which the troops 
Harney. were heagenotigss and his health was. entirely 
In the early part of 1847, the petitioner was the || destroyed by the rearing influence of the Mex- 
owner of several hundred barrels of hard bread, a || ican climate upon his ag 


as yous sir, know, [addressing Mr. Wuitrie.p, 
Delegate from Kansas, who was sitting by the 


ident, the question is, will the American Senate, 


for such services, a pension of sixteen instead of 











system. Heis nowa 





lot of pork, in barrels, and a few barrels of beans. 
These articles had been previously purchased by | 


very old man, in a state of disability, incurred in 
the service of his country, unable to earn his 


the Government, they being sold as damaged. The 
petitioner seems to have been in the busi- 
ness of purchasing such provisions as were con- 
sidered unfit for the use of the Army, and trans- 
porting them to New Orleans. About this time a 
report reached Brazos Santiago that the Mexicans, 
in great force, were crossing the Rio Grande at 
Matamoras, which caused the officer in command 
at the former place to order the construction of 
fortifieations for the defense of the post. Under 
this order these provisions were used in the con- 
struction of Fort Harney, and wholly lost to the 
memorialist, without any fault of his own. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 

STEPHEN LUTZ. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Committee on the Judi- 

ciary, to whom was referred the bill from the 


him at a public sale made by the proper officers of 








daily bread, and is living upom the charity of a 
few patriotic citizens, who do not desire to see the 
old soldier consigned to the common asylum of 


|| the poor. 
e bill was wens to the Senate without 
amendment, order third reading, read the 


toa 

third time, and passed, — 
_ * WEIRGINIA LAND SCRIP.. 

Mr. MASON.. | now ask that the bill from the 

House of Representatives to amend the act of 

August, 1852, in relation to military bounty land 


| Mr STUART. Tina the point of order ‘hat 


at this time, on this day we cannot 














1855. 
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the motion is insisted upon; I will make the point 
of order. 1am satisfied that this bill ought not 
to pass, and | cannot consent that it shall. I there- 
fore deem it my duty to submit the point of order 
that the time having expired, in fact, at which this 





| 
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| sir, that I mean to say nothing against either him 
| or his colleague, for I r them both for their 
| talents and ability. That law, penned by his col- 
| league, expressly says that the testimony in these 
' cases shall be revised by the Commissioner of the 


Congress has any authority, nothing can be con- | General Land Office, and the scrip shall be issued, 
sidered. 1 make the point onthis bill, that it is | provided, in his opinion, the warrant was issued 


not in order to move tq take it up now. 
not make the point of order on any other bill if 
we were to sit here until next Tuesday. 

Mr. MASON. I thank the Senator for making 
that point. It is indicative of the character of the 
opposition to this blll. Here we have sat legislat- 
ing without opposition from anybody, and none 
from that Senator; but when a proposition is made 
to bring up this bill, to comply with the obliga- 
tions of the State of Virginia during the Revolu- 
tion, to grant her own lands, at the instigation of 
the Continéntal Congress, in order to work out 
our Revolution, a Senator from one of those States 
where the lands are, makes the objection that we 
cannot legislate after twelve o’clock on the night 
of the 3d of March. I thank the Senator for 
making the objection. It is indicative of the char- 
acter of his opposition to this bill. I have nothing 
more to say. Let the Senator make his point of 


order. 
Mr. STUART. The pertinacity with which 


this bill is persevered in is indicative of the out- || 


rage sought to be perpetrated upon the public 
lands of the United States, and u 
States. I undertake to say further, that, apply 
the same bill to Missouri, to Lowa, to Illinois, and 
there is not a Representative here from Virginia 
who would vote for it. 

Mr. MASON. Then the Senator does not 
know the Senators from Virginia. 

Mr. STUART. I undertake to say that there 
is not in the bill, from the beginning to the end- 
ing, a principle that is not violative of the rights 
of the old States and of the new. Now, sir, when 
the Senator tells me that I stand here to oppose a 


bill from mere pertinacity, I tell him, no matter- 


what State he represents, that he is mistaken. I 
consider myself as much bound to oppose this bill 
with every power that belongs to me, mentally 
and physically, as if it were a proposition to exe- 
cute the Senator from Virginia without a trial. 

Mr. MASON. That day may come, sir. 

Mr. STUART. That is my conviction of my 
duty. Now, sir, some time ago, (and since gen- 
tlemen will go into the history of this transaction, 
I will say, 1 do not think under very proper cir- 
cumstances,) the Senator’s colleague ime Hon- 
TER} had this bill taken up to the exclusion of all 
the business of the morning hour. We discussed 
it atfull length. I rose and stated my opposition 
to the bill, and that it could not be yielded; and, 
as a test question, I moved to lay it on the table, 
and it was done. The Senator (Mr. Mason] 
came in here to-night, and moved to take up this 
bill. Lsimply asked for the yeas and nays, and 
upon the yeas and nays the Senate refused to take 
it up; and yet it comeshere again. Every oppor- 
tunity that can be got, a motion is made to take 
up the bill. I do not think, under these circum- 
stances, it becomes a Senator to taunt me with 
the character of my opposition to this bill. Sir, 
I have been led to believe that every Senator on 
this foor was the equal, constitutionally, of every 


other Senator. 
Will the Senator allow mea 


Mr. MASON, 
moment? . 

Mr.STUART. Certainly, with great pleasure. 

Mr. MASON. I have said nothing in the 
world about the Senator; I mean to say nothing 
about him; [ respect him; he ought to know that 
I mean to say nothing of him; but f mean to assail 
the rapacity of the States where these public lands 
are situated—nothing more. 

Mr. STUART. Then, Mr. President, the 
Senator and myself will come to the best under- 
standing in the world, for 1 mean to assail, from 
this time forth, as ome as this Congress sits, the 
rapacity of Virginia, in 
to which she has no right or title. 

Mr. MASON. Do so. 

7 poi ni I say again, this aoe 
mi ive e plainest principles of a 
law which was drawn up by the Senator's col- 
league, a law your statute-book in 
1852, which is as in its terms as that Sen- 
ator asked for when he drew it. That law was 
penned by the Senator’s colleague, and he knows, 


pon the land || 





{ should | according to the laws of Virginia. That law was 


penned, it will be recollected, more than seventy 
| years after the service was rendered, when, upon 

all questions except those concerning the Govern- 
ment, the statute of limitation poekl have applied 
| more than three times, when the testimony must 
necessarily have been of the most doubtful and 
| equivocal character. A Senator from Virginia, after 
, that lapse of time, had leave to pen his own law in 
| hisown words. It hag been literally complied with, 
_ and there has pot been a case rejected under it that 
would not be rejected by any honorable Senator 
| in this body, who was acting impartially and with- 
| out feeling. Still, sir, it is said that by making a 
| point of order which I would not have made upon 
| any other question—to which I have been forced 
| by the manner in which this bill bas been pressed 
| upon the Senate again and again, after the Senate 
| have expressed their sense against it—for making 

the point of order which is to save the remaining 
business of the country-—— 

Mr. SEWARD. et me ask the honorable 
| Senator whether this isa House bill. 

Mr. STUART. Certainly; and if I go into the 
discussion of it I intend to show how it passed 
| the House; I intend to trace the manner in which 
| it got through the House and came here, and show 
| what its peregrinations have been since it got 

here, for I have been obliged to look at it through- 
/out. I was saying, sir, that for making the point 

of order now, to save the business of the country 
_ which is pending between the two Houses, to 
save my own strength upon the occasion, | am 
charged with rapacity. 
| .Mr. MASON. Allow me to ask the Senator 
| why does he not make the point of order as to all 
business pending before us? Why does he limit 
it to this bill? 

Mr. STUART. I will tell the Senator very 
freely. 
have not seen any, which I consider wrong in 
itself. I have heard of a proposition to take up 
none such. This I consider radically and totally 
wrong. 

Mr. MASON. It isnot aquestion whether the 
bill is wrong, but our right to legislate at all, be- 
cause it is after twelve o’clock, is called in ques- 
tion by the Senator’s point of order. 

Mr. ADAMS. I ask my friend from Mich- 
igan, if his question of order is sustained in relation 





exclude us from all legislative action upon all other 
subjects from this time out? 

Mr. MASON. Certainly. 

Mr. STUART. Not at all, sir. 

Mr. ADAMS. I should like to know the rea- 


son. 

Mr. STUART. I take it that as long as the 
Senate sits here and nobody makes fhe point of 
order on a question, you will act, and it is all as 
| of yesterday, even if you were to sit here a week. 
That is the mode of making up the Journal. That 


There is no second day until there is an adjourn- 
ment. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will ‘request 
the Senator from Michigan to suspend. The Chair 
has no difficulty in reference to the point of order. 
It has been the uniform practice of both Houses 
of Congress to sit until twelve o’clock of the 4th 
of March. The Chair will feel it tobe his duty 
to sit here and entertain all legitimate motions 
until twelve o’clock to-morrow, if it shall be so 
long the pleasure of the Senate to sit. This debate, 
however, is out of order. The Chair hos just been 
informed that the bill is now upon thetable. The 
Chair was under the i that the bill was 
on the files, but he understands that it has been 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MASON. I moved to take it from the 


table. - 
The PRESIDENT. That question is not de- 


Mr. STUART. I ask for the yeas and nays 
upon the motion. 


yeas 19, nays 20; as follows: 


I know of no other bill now pending, I | 


to legislative action en this subject, will it not || 


‘is the mode in which your business appears. || 





SSS 


| Adams, Bayard, Bell, Bright, Butler, 
| Ponte Rest Thonn Keatecky, Toombe. Youcsy, 
entuc 

| Welter, and Wilson—19. " F F 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Brainerd, Brodhead, 

Brown, Chase, Foot, Gillette, James, Johnson, Jones of 

Iowa, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Thom- 

son of New Jersey, Wade, Walker, and Wright—20. 


So the Senate refused to take up the bill. 
LYON AND HOWARD. 

Mr. COOPER. I ask the indulgence of the 

Senate to take up the bill from the House of Rep- 
| resentatives for the relief of L. R. Lyon and Dean 
|S. Howard, of the State of New York. 
|. The motion was a to, and the Senate, as 
|| in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
i sideration of the bill. Its object is to direct the 
| Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be paid to 
Lyon and Howard, or their | representatives, 
| $8,617 81 in fall for balance due them for con- 
|| structing a dredging machine at Whitehall, New 
| York, under a contract entered into the 2d of 
| November, 1836, and a dredging machine to be 
| delivered, at Monroe, Michigan, by contract en- 
| tered into October 15, 1836. . 

Mr. TOOMBS. This bill ought not to be passed . 
When a member of the House of Representatives, 
I had occasion to look into it, and I came to the 
| conclusion, on investigation, that not one dollar 
| was due to these people. They have received 
| $40,000 or $50,000 under contracts for dredging 
| machines from the Government. I have a large 
| bundle of papers in connection with this case, but 
|| 1 do not desireto readthem. I do not think these 
|| contested matters which have been pending for 
|| years, and have been condemned time after ume, 
|| Should be taken up and passed at thishour. [Lam 

repared to show, if I had time to do so, the utter 
| baselessness of theclaim. The present Secretary 
| of the Interior, (Hon. R. McClelland,) when a 
| member of the other House, made a report in 
| which he showed that these people had been ac- 
| tually paid, and their receipt was produced, but 
| the parties then came forward and said they gave 
_ the receipt under duress. From my investigation 
| | came to the conclusion that thev had received 

ten times as much as they were entitled to. I 
| move that the bill lie on the table. 
| Mr. BRODHEAD. - As I reported the bill I 
| trust the Senator will allow me to say a word. 
|| Mr. TOOMBS. 
|| present. 
1 Mr. BRODHEAD. I haveno doubt my friend 
| from Georgia states the truth when he saya the 
parties gave a receipt, but that transaction is ex- 
| cluded from this bill, and of that money they will 
not get one dollar. 

Mr. TOOMBS. | know that. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. This bill came before the 
committee of which I am amember. In the House 
of Representatives a favorable report was made 
on it by Mr. Reavy, of Tennessee. The Senate 
| Committee on Claims examined it, and thought 
| it perfectly right. It is true the parties gave a re- 
ceipt, and we considered that receipt conclusive 
ageingt them nothwithstanding they allege it was 
obtained under duress. This bill excludes every- 
| thing covered by that receipt, and if the Senator 
will read the report he will find it to be so, 

Mr. TOOMBS. Ihave notonly read the report, 
but I looked through the case myself six or eight 
years ago, and I think 1 could satisfy the Senator 
or any fair man who would hear me for ten min- 
utes, from the papers in the case, that there is not 
| one cent due these men. From the report, which 
I have read carefully, it appears that they have 
already received $40,000 or $50,000 for a miserable 
concern of a dredging machine not worth one 
| groat. Gentlemen who knew the working of it, 
| the present Secre of the Interior, and others, 

said it was not worth a cent. | must insist onthe 
motion to lay the bill on the table as a test ques- 
| tion, 

Mr. COOPER. As I made the motion to take 
up the bill, and have said nothing upon it, I trust 
the Senator from Georgia will withdraw the mo- 
tion to allow me to say a word. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I withdraw the motion with 
that view. 

Mr. COOPER. I am not going to enter at 
length into this discussion; I desire to my 
two or three words. This bill has been before 
Congress on several occasions. During the Twen- 





I withdraw the motion for the 





The yeas and pays were ordered; and being || ty-Ninth Congress it wasreported upon favorably. 
n, resulied— Thirtieth 


| A favorable report was also made in the 
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Congress. After that, it was submitted to Colonel 
Totten, the chief éngineer, and he was required to 
make a report in relation to it. He did so, and 
upon his report the committee have based theirs. 
1 know nothing personally about the facts, but it 
appears to me that if they be as set forth in the 
report of the House committee, the claim is a just 


one, 1 ask that the report be read, and I shall not | 


say © word more, because I do not desire to con- 
tinue the discussion. 
The Secretary read as follows: 


The Committee of Claims, to whom were referred the 


petitions and accompanying documents of Messrs. Lyon & 
Howard, respectfully report: 


That there are three several and distinct claims preferred || 


by the petitioners, ' 
The first is for compensation for constructing a dredge in 


November, 1836, to be delivered at Whitehall, in the State || 


of New York, This claim was favorably reported on by 
Abe Committee of Claims in two successive Congresses, to 
wit, the Twenty-Ninth and Thirtieth, to which your com 
mittee refer, and beg leave to adopt the first mentioned 
report. It appears, therefore, that the petitioners are enti- 
ted to 6,994 31, for a balance unpaid them on said dredg 
dog machine; and the payment of which your committee 
now recommend. 

«The next claim is in consequence of the construction by 


the petitioners, for the United States Government, in 1835 | 


and 1636, of four steam-dredging machines for the Hudson 
river, in the State of New York. Whatever may have been 
the original rights, legal and equitable, of the petitioners in 


this case, your committee find that on the 3d of April, 1837, | 


they setited with the proper officer of the Government, re 
ceived and receipied in full, for the sum Of $5,920, iound 
to be then due them. 

The statement of said account and receipt is as follows: 


The United States, To Lyon & Howard, Dr. 


Services of the Improvement of the Navigation of the Hudson | 


river, New York. 

Beptember 17, 1836: For four steam-dredging machines, 
complete, as per contract dated the 291h day of May, 
3635, at G6.250 each.... ..c00+ vevccccecesonvcess $25,000 

March 28, 1837: For additional improveipents made 
to the same, and recommended for payment by 
the chief engineer, in a communication addressed 
to the Secretary of War .ad interim, under date of 
the 7th of February, 1837, and subsequently ap- 

roved by the Hon. J. R, Poinsett, Secretary of 
ar, and directed to be paid by the engineer de- 
partment, under date of the 25th of March, 1837, 
at the rate of $87 per ton fur 90 tons of sand raised 
per hour, being the excess of work done over that 
estimated to be required by the terms of the con- 
tract, fur the performance of each machine ; 90 
tons > 4 = 360 tons, at #87 per ton, being a full and 


final payment of the above account...... és case | PRO 


Cr. 
Ry amount received for four dredging machines, as 





committee believe was correct from the proof; and upon 
that basis it appeared the Government was stilt indebted to 
the petitioners, for this machine, $1,623 50. This sum the 
committee believe correct. The Committee on Claims in 
the Thirtieth Cougress adepted it as correct; to whose 
renest, and the testimony therewith filed, reference is here 
made. 
| ‘This sum, added to the balance of $6,994 31, due peti- 
tioners ou the Whitehall machine, makes the aggregate of 
$8,617 51, to which the committee believe they are entitled 
from the Government, and for which sum they report a bill 
and recommend its passage. 
All of which is respecttully submitted. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I now renew the motion that 
‘| the bill lie on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; and 
| they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 16, nays 18; as follows: 


t} 
j 


| 
| 


||  YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Badger, Benjamin, 
Bright, Brown, Chase, Dawson, Foot, Gillette, Johnson, 

| Morton, Stuart, Sumner, Toombs, and Wright—16. 

| _ NAYS—Messrs, Brainerd, Brodhead, Clayton, Cogper, 
Douglas, Houston, James, Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennes- 
see, Pearce, Pettit, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Thompson 

_ of Kentucky, Wade, Walker, and Weller—18. 

So the Senate refused to order the bill to lie on 
the table. It was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
| third time, and passed. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION, 
On motion by Mr. MORTON, the Senate pro- 
| ceeded to consider the following resolution, sub- 
| mitted by him on Monday, the 26th of February: 

Resolved, Thatthere be paid to each of the pages in the 
service of the Senate, out of the contingent fund, the usual 
extra compensation heretofore allowed them by resolution 
of the Senate at the end of the session. 

Mr. MORTON. I move to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking outall after the word ‘* resolved,” 
| and inserting: 

That there be paid out of the contingent fund of the Sen- 
ate to each of the pages in the service of the Senate, and 
the laborers employed in the public grounds, the usual com- 

|| pensation allowed them at the close of the session, after 

|, deducting therefrom the suin they may have received under 
| the joint resolution approved July 20, 1854. 

|| Mr. MASON. I am very sorry to find that 

|| this resolution has been offered. At the last ses- 

|| sion I thought we definitively settled the pay of the 
officers of the Senate, and | am sorry to find that 
such a provision as this is introduced. 

| Mr..MORTON, I regret very much that my 
friend from Virginia did not withhold the expres- 

| sion of his sorrow at the presentation of this res- 


well aware that something of the kind was offered 


per contract, as credited in voucher No. (45 of l olution until he heard an explanation of it. I was 
| 
| 


abstract B, disbursements by the Bank of Troy in 
the 4th quarter Of 1836.,.......0-0000 + » «$25,000 
By cash received, as per said vouchers ......18,409 


By cash roceived, as per voucher No. 210 of i 
abstract C, lst quarter 1837.......... eeveee 7,000 i} 


50,400 





$5,920 || 


Received at Troy, this 3d day day of April, 1837, from the 
Bank of Troy, che sum of five thousand niffe hundred and 
twenty dollars —— cents, in full payment of the above 
account. LYON & HOWARD. 


A true copy of the original on file in the office of the 
Third Auditor. PETER HAGNER, .duditor. 
January 13, 1848. 


Your committee are unable to perceive any reason for 


disregarding said settlement, and again opening the ac- | 
count. It appears to have been fairly, understandingly, | 


and freely made by the parties; and without the interven- 
tion of fraud, accident, mistake, or restraint, your commit- | 
tiles. They, therefore, disallow this claim. | 

The third claim is founded on a contract entered into | 
with an agent of the Government of the United States, on | 
the 15thof October, 1836, for the construction of a dredging | 
machine of certain dimensions, capable of raising one hun- 
@red and fifty tons of sand, or one hundred tons of clay, as | 


last year and within a few days since, which was 
obnoxious to the proviso of the joint resolution of 
the 20th of July, 1854. That joint resolution pre- 
| scribes the pay which the employees of the Senate 
and House of Representatives should receive. It 
made an addition totheir former salariesof twenty 
per cent., and provided that those receiving the 
twenty per cent. should not be entitled to the usual 
extra allowance which had been previously vated 
to the employees of the two Houses. The same 
joint resolution, which is equally obligatory upon 
both branches of Congress, provides that the em- 
| ployees of the House should not receive a less 

compensation than those of the Senate of the same 

class, The object was to put the employees of 

both Houses on a perfect equality. 1 find to-day 


| 
”’ tee cannot sanction a violation of long-established and wise || that the House of Representatives have passed 


| this resolution, (and if that is not obnoxious to 
the joint resolution of July 20, 1854, the one which 
I have submitted certainly is not:) 


| 
| Resolved, That the usual extra compensation be paid to 
| the pages, folders, and such other employees who have 


equivalent thereto, in an hour, for the price of $15,500. The heretofore received the same, including the watchmen, etc., 


coat provided ‘if said machine, on a fair trial of from | 
ove to four hours, in water not exceeding six feet deep, in 
dredging not exceeding twelve feet deep, shall raise more 
than one hundred and fifty tons of sand per hour, eighty-five | 
dolara for each ad@itional ton shall be added to the above 
price, and in the same on for clay ; that is, for"clay, 
as two to three; but if, on such trial it shall be ascertained | 
that said machine raise one hundred and fifty tons 


ofsand per hour, or one hundred tons of clay, that a deduc- | 


tion from the price above specified shall be made of $100 
per ton for sand, and in the same proportion for clay; that 
as, for clay as two to three. 

‘he machine, on a test, excavated one hundred and sev- | 
enty-six and two fifths tons in an hour, and wasthereupon 
received by the Government. But a controversy arose as 
to the true construction of the foregoing clause of the con- 


" tract and the chard€ter of this excavation. Ifthe material 


excavated was clay, then the machine exceeded the 
city. contracted for by seventy-six and two fifths tons; if it 
was sand, thea the excess was only twenty six and two 


"Phe subject was referred to Colonel Totten, chiefot en- 
gineers. @ made an estimate upon the basis that one half | 


who have not received the same, and who have not and 
shall not hereafter receive the benefits of the joint resolu- 


|| tion of 20th July, 1854. 


| It was the intention of the House of R 
sentatives, by the passage of this resolution, to 
give their employees and pages $200 extra com- 
pensation, provided they did not receiye the 
twenty per centum allowed under the joint resolu- 
tion of July 20,1854. The substitute which I 
have offered for the resolution before the Senate 
excludes our pages and other employees from re- 
ceiving this extra allowance, if they received in 
full the twenty per centum extra. I understand 
that some of them received the twenty per centum 
extra for the first month of the session, but not 
since that time. My substitute provides that 
what they have received under that joint resolu- 
tion shall be deducted from this allowance, The 
object is to place them on an equality with the 
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|| of the excess was clay, and the other half sand, which the pages and other employees of the House of Rep- 


,, resentatives. 
It was certainly the intention of the joint resoly. 
| tion of July 20,1854, to place the officers of both 
| Houses on a perfect equality. It provides th 
+ pro at 

_ those of the House of Representatives should not 
|| receive less compensation than those of the Senate 
| of the same class. If it had said that the em. 
_ployees of one House should not receive less com- 
| pensation than those of the other, the simple effect 
of its passage would,in my humble estimation, 

give the employees of the Senate the full amount 
. which those of the House receive under the res. 
| olation passed this day by the House of Repre- 
| sentatives. My only object isto carry out the 
| spirit, if not the letter, of the joint resolution of 
July 20, 1854, and to place the employees of the 
| Senate upon the same footing as to eompensation 
| with those of the House. 
| Mr. MASON. [had hoped that we settled at 
| the last session the question of the payment of the 
| Officers of the Senate. We gave them permanent 
_ offices, and we gave them liberal salaries. Now, 
sir, if this proposition is to come upon us session 
| after session, l'shall change my opinion of those 
| who constitute the officers of the Senate. I object 
| to the consideration of the resolution, and I sup- 
_ pose that will stop it for the present. 
| Mr. MORTON. I desire to draw attention to 
|| the joint resolution of July 20, 1854. It is not 
| obligatory on the pages under that resolution to 
| receive the twenty per cent. It is not a fixed law 
| which prevents any extra allowance in future, for 
it is in these words: 

‘¢ And provided further, That the usual extra compensa- 
tion shall not hereafter be allowed to any person who re- 
ceives the benefit of this jcint resolution.”’ 

But whoever does not receive the benefit of the 
| joint resolution is entitled to the extra compensa- 
] tion, if the two Houses think proper to vote it. 
|| The pages of our House have not received the full 
| benefit of the joint resolution. 
| Mr. MASON. I understand the resolution of 
| the Senator from Florida cannot be considered if 
there be one objection. 

Mr. BADGER, The resolution was offered 
some days ago. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution has been 
| lying on the table for some days. An objection 
|| how cannot prevent its consideration. Itis before 
| the Senate, and the question is on the substitute 
| of the Senator from Florida. 

Mr. WELLER. We only propose to put the 
| pages of the Senate on an equal footing with the 
pages of the House of Representatives. It isa 
| small allowance, 
| . Mr. MASON. In the Senate, which is, compar- 
| atively, a small body, we have, fortunately, and | 
| hope we may always retain, a sort of family rela- 
| tion, and kindness, and good feeling, not to our- 

selves alone, but to all connected with us; and we 
| are apt to generate into favoritism and nepotism. 
| That is my fear. Now, sir, we have given, from 
| time to time, extra compensation to the boys who 
, are here as pages. At the last session we matle 

them a liberal and adequate compensation, and } 
| had hoped we cut off forever this scheme of giving 
them an extra compensation at the end of the ses- 
| sion. If it isto be persevered in, I, for one, shall 
' be obliged to ask the Senate, at a future day, to 
| revise the ior of the officers of the Sen- 
-ate. Itis a gratuity; it is a benevolence; itought 
;not to be indulged in. It is liable, I am afraid 
strongly liable, to improper indulgence of 

feeling towards these officers. 1 hope the resolu- 
tion will not be passed. 

Mr.GWIN. Mr. President, I am sorry to hear 

the Senator from Virginia make an onslaught on 
the officers of the Senate. They have nothing to 
_ do with this matter. It is merely to res pages, 

the pays in the Senate Chamber. not think 
the officers of the Senate have anything to do with 
it atall. I hope we shall give the boys the same 
omnoeeting which those of the other House get. 
, Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. President, | 
/am as much inclined to favor these children es 
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Mr. MASON... Double pa | 





boys. Bat, sir, 1 am astonished at the Senator | a. 
from Virginia. I reciprocateallhe has said about | Mr. WELLER. Not in ifornia. 
the kindness which ought to exist between mem- | Mr. JOHNSON. It may not be in California, 
bers of this little family; but I donot see on what | and I do not care whether it is or not, but | know | 
ground he objects to paying these little boys extra || that it is here. I believe the Senator from Vir- 
compensation when he stands here and advocates | ginia is entirely right in saying that the joint res- | 
with all his zeal, and power, and majesty, the | olution regulating und increasing the salaries of | 
ying of extra compensation to others. hat || our officers was passed on the presumption that it | 
is the difference between extra compensation to || was to be an end of this whole matter. [ desire | 
Commodore Perry and to a page? to call themttention of the Senate to the fact, that | 
Mr. MASON. I cannot informrthe Senator, I || now, at the rate of pay these pages receive, $2 40, || 
am sure. || there is such a rush on our proper officers and the | 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Senator does || members of the body to procure these places, as | 
not know, nor does any man know. He cannot | to render it exceedingly disagreeable. The pay is | 
inform me, norcan anybody elseinform me. You || either enough or it is not. Anybody who will say 
employ Commodore Perry as an officer of this | that $2 40 a day is not enough for the services of 
Government, and you send him to discharge the | these boys, ought to vote to give more; but those 
duties of his office. He’ discharged them with | who believe that it is sufficient, and that the in- | 
ability and with honor. Hecomes back, and you | creased allowance of twenty per cent. was made | 





agree to pay him an extra allowance of $20,000. | with the view of putting a stop to these extra | 
You employ these little pages at a salary, as you || compensations, will vote against the resolution. 
employ Commodore Perry. They perform their || Certainly if seems to me to be._proper to stop the 
duties faithfully and honestly, and at the end of || matter here, and not get up a glorification over 
the session a proposition is made to give them || doing something for the boys. If gentlemen wish | 
extra allowance, and the Senator from Virginiais || to give gratuities to widows, let them fix it on | 
horrified at it! || some other principle. If they wish to give gratui- | 

I do not think the principle is right. I am not | ties to the boys; let them come out and say that 
for paying the pages this extra allowance, and, || the purpose is to give the money asa charity; but 
upon the same principle, I am opposed to paying || do not fix a certain salary, and pass a law pro- 
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Commodore Perry, Mr. Schenck, Mr. Pendleton, || 
Mr. Marsh, and every other officer of the Gov- || 
ernment, extra allowance for performing his duty. || 
If it is just in one case, it is just in the other. If 
it is just to pay a commodore, or a minister, it is | 
just to pay the humblest servant of the Govern- 
ment an extra allowance. 

Now, sir, if your salaries are not large enough, || 
make them large enough, and stop these extra || 
allowances. At every session we come here with || 
a provision for additional compensation at the || 
close. Why not act fairly and openly? Why | 
not fix the pay of these persons so that the world | 
may see and understand it? If their pay is not | 
enough, make it enough; but if you intend to | 
commit a fraud on the country say so. But you | 
say you give them two dollars a day, and at the | 
end of the session you vote an extra allowance of || 
$200. Why not give them at once four dollars a | 
day, or three dollars a day, or whatever will mate || 
that amount which is necessary to compensate | 
them for their services? 

I have not béen here long, and I shall not be || 
here very much longer; but since I have been here || 
I have seen a great many strange things. I have | 
seen among others extra allowances, paying men || 
outside of their contract. Why should you pay || 
Mr. Pendleton, or Mr. Schenck, or Mr. Marsh, 1 
or Commodore Perry, or anybody else, more than | 
you agree to pay? If it is because they have dis- | 
cha their duties faithfully, then pay us and | 
pay all other faithful ‘officers of the Government | 
an extra allowance; pey your Supreme Judges, || 
and every man who has been faithful, extra com- | 
pensation. Unless you establish that principle, I H 
do not know how you are to equalize this matter. | 
I am op to the whele system from beginning | 
to end; but if it is to begin with the big ones and | 
stop at the small ones, I shall take up the small 
ones and go with them. 

Mr. BADGER. I think this discussion is taking 
a wider range than is warranted by the subject 
itself. As I understand the resolution of my friend | 
from Florida, it is simply, by this means, for this | 
session, to put our boys ona footing with the boys | 
of the House. Now, I submit that our boys are | 
as good boys as those of the House. 

Mr. P IT. And another thing, allow me 

to suggest, they are all the sons of widows. 
_ Mr. BADGER. I submit, also, that this body 
isa body of as much respectability as the House, 
to say nothing more; and I am for putting our 
boys on the game senses with the boys of the 
House. That.is the whole question. 

Mr. JOHNSON, I do not desire to make a 
speech, but I wish to ask the Senator from Florida 
how much these boys receive. 

Mr. MORTON. I really do not recollect, but 
I believe it is two dollars a day. That, however, 
is a matter of perfect indifference so far as this 
question is concerned. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Two dollars and forty cents 
a day, I understand, is the pay they now receive. 

_ That is considered very good pay for hard labor 
bya man of tilbqrowth.. 





hibiting the gratuities which existed before, and 
then go on and violate that law. If you violate it 
in regard to the pages, you must do it in regard to 
all the other employees of the Senate. Every | 
Senator who votes on this question knows full | 
well that that is the inevitable tendency of it. 
Mr. SEWARD. I suppose, sir, that I havea | 
right to be just as exact in my action in a public | 
capacity as [ have ina private one. There isa 
personal relation which grows up between the 
pages and subordinate officers, and the members | 
of the Senate and the Senate itself. 1 never dis- |, 
missed a faithful page or servant without giving || 
him a gratuity,and what it is right to do in private 
life I think it is right for us to do as representing | 
the Government of the United States. 1 do not | 
think it will hurt anybody, and | am sure it is a 
present which will be profitable to these children | 
and to their parents. Without standing on any | 
precedent about it | shall always vote that way. 
Mr. JAMES. lam in favor of giving extra | 
compensation to the pages, and I hope we shall 
be able to do so; but | am opposed to paying extra 
compensation to the laborers on the publicgrounds, 
fur this reason: | have had occasion to walk 
through the public grounds east of the Capitol 
during the winter season at this session, and at 
every snow-storm we have had our walks left 
precisely as the storm left them, without being 
cleaned, without being touched. When these | 
laborers do their duty I shall vote to pay them. | 
The pages having done their duty, | am perfectly | 
willing to vote to pay them, but not to pay the | 
laborers. 
Mr, ADAMS. I desire to call the attention of | 
the Senate to what occurred two years ago. The || 
very objections made by the Senator from Ten- 
nessee were made by the Senator from lowa[Mr. || 
Dopece} and myself at the close of the session | 
two years ago. It was then apparently generally || 
understood that such compensation as should be || 


provided for the employees of the Government, || 
should be done by Jaw, and that extra compensa- | 
tion at the close of the session, without investiga- | 
tion, should be putanend to. Inaccordance with || 
that suggestion, at the commencement of the suc- || 


aes 








or unimportant employees of the Governme.t, I 


am in favor of complying with the contract. 


| am not willing to depart from it unless there shall 


be some eXtra service not understood by the par- 


| ties at the time the contract was made. If the 


pogee axe worthy, as I know them to be, and have 
d duties to perform not anticipated at the time 


of fixing the compensation, and at the time they 
were employed, then, I say, make them whatever 
extra allowance they are entitled to, but if nothing 
of that sort has rred, upon what principle can 
any man change the contract? | am unable to 
see any. 

Mr. WELLER. Allow me to tell the Senator 
that they have had a good deal to do which they 
did not expect. They had no idea that we would 


| sit here until one or two o'clock in the morning, 


talking about nothing, [laughter,] and they are 


| compelled to hear it. This 1s a striking illustra- 


ticn of a fact which was not in the contract. They 


did not suppose they would be compelled to stand 


and ren around here all night. If we cannot put 
our boys on an equal footing with those of the 
other House, we had better back out at once. 

Mr. COOPER. I do not believe I could sleep 
well to-night if I did not vote for this pay for these 
boys; and, in order to sleep well, 1 mean to vote 
to pay them. 

Mr. MORTON. I have no wish to protract 
the discussion; but I desire to make one remark 
in reply to my friend from Mississippi, and one 
to my friend from Rhode Island. The Senator 
from Migsissippi, if | understand him, says that 
the twenty per cent. was given with the distinct 
provision that no extra pey was to be allowed. 

Mr. ADAMS. I did not say ‘ distinet pro- 
vision.’’ I said that two years ago the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. Bapncer] delivered a 
farewell address on this habit of the Senate, and 


| it was understood that we were not thereafter to 


allow extra compensation. 

Mr. MORTON. In consequence of the high 
price of everything, when we were raising the 
wages of all the officersand employees of the Gov- 
ernment, we raised the compensation of the em- 
ployees of the Senate twenty per cent., with the 
proviso that those who received the twenty per 
cent. should not be entitled to the extra compen- 


' sation which had been usually given. From the 


very phraseology of the proviso, one would be led 
to infer that it would be left discretionary with 
the employees to receive the extra allowance or 
the twenty per cent. So much in reply to the 
Senator from Mississippi. The Senator from 
Rhode [sland objects to paying the laborers about 
the Capitol in their humble vocation. 

Mr. JAMES. Notthe laborers about the Cap- 


| itol; but the laborers on the public grounds. 


Mr. MORTON. Well, sir, the public grounds 
are around the Capitol. I drew the resolution at 
first so as only to embrace the pages, but my at- 
tention was called to the laborers by the venerable 
Senator from Wisconsin, (Mr. Dopcz,] who was 
very anxious to introduce a provision for their 
compensation. He has witnessed the fidelity with 


| which they have discharged their duties, and is 


willing to pay them. I am unwilling to protract 
the discussion, as to do so will endanger the pas- 
sage of the resolution. I only desire a direct vote 


| upon it. 


Mr. MASON. This resolution is confined to 


| the pages and laborers on the public grounds. It 


would seem, therefore, that I did injustice in sup- 
sing that it comprised other officers of the Senate. 
ee offer this amendment to the resolution, and 


Ss a ae aor eS 


ceeding session the Senator from Virginia (Mr. | | desire to say that it will be the necessary conse- 
Mason} brought in the bill which has been refer- | quence of these efforts, by gratuities or benevo- 
red to, and in lieu of the extra allowance which | lences at the end of the session, to increase the 


had become a custom, and with the distinct under- || 
standing that it was in lieu of that extra allow- || 
ance, grenty per cent. was added to these galaries. || 
Two dollars and forty cents a day in place of two | 
dollars was allowed tothe pages. i say thattwenty | 
cent. was fixed as compensation expressly 
with the view of avoiding the bringing up of extra 
compensation resolutions at the of the ses- 
sion. What is the use of passing a law with the 
understanding that.it is to control, if we are to 
d from it every session ? 
| 





ow, sir, I concur fully with the Senator from 
Tennessee, that if we do not pay a sufficient com- | 
ion to each one of the employees of the 
Government, we should raise it by law; but what- | 
ever the contract is, with young or old, important || 


compensation of any of the officers of the Senate. 

Provided, That hereafter the compensation now paid to 
the pages and others named in the resolution, shall be re- 
duced twenty per cent. 

Mr. JOLINSON. I wish to read the law, for I 
am certain it has been forgotten by many Sena- 
tors. I refer to the law giving an increase of 
twenty percent. The pages, before that, received 
two dollars a day. The addition of twenty per 
cent. made their salaries two dollars and forty 
centsaday. After making this provision, there 
is, at the end of the section, the following proviso: 

And provided further, That the usual extra compensation 
shall not hereafter be allowed to any person receiving the 
befiefits of this joint resolution. 


That proviso was adopted with entire unanim- 
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ity by both Houses, and tended greatly to promote 
the passage of the joint resolution itself. 

Mr. PETTIT. 1 desire to say to the Senator | 
from Arkansas that the law which he has read | 
will not apply to the employees of the Senate this 


winter, for in but very few, if any, cases, arethe | 


pages of last year the pages this. I say further, | 
sir, that whenever a question comes up involving | 
the payment or furnishing of money to boys 
sitaated as most of these are, who are endeavor- 
ing to sustain widowed mgthers, and orphan 
brothers and sisters, there is no limit to the extent 
to which 1 would go. I have made it nr busi- 
ness in life to study more than one code of laws. | 
I have studied, | 
ually, the civil polity of the Jews in early times; | 


| 


and, sir, while there are to be found in the sacred || 


Scriptures about three hundred offenses for which 
the severest penalties are denounced, and while 
there are for all those, except one, provisions as 
to the persons by whom and the manner in which 
they shall be punished, there is one which is 
reserved to the Almighty to — He expli- | 
citly says, after providing that the judges, the 


community, the assembly should punish this, that, || 


and the other offense, that ‘* he who wrongs the 
widow and the fatherless, toward him my wrath 
shall wax hot; I will annihilate him from the 
face of the earth; I will make his wife a widow, | 
and his children orphans.”’ It is a severe denun- 
ciation, and whenever and wherever, in public or 


idow and the orphan, I will be oe it. 

Mr. MASON. Thetext quoted by the honor- | 
able Senator from Indiana is a very striking and | 
a very impressive one; but we have here some 
= or nine a who are alleged to be the sons | 
of widows,and | presume are so,and he proposes 
to take out of the public Treasury a gratuity to 
those eight or nine at the expense of all in his 
community, and in mine, and in all the rest of the 
States. We are administering a trust. The 
widows and those who have a dependence only 
upon their own small resources, all contribute to 
the public Treasury, and he proposes to take their 
mite from thousands and give it to eight or nine. 
I think that is an answer to his quotation. 

I have offered the amendment which I have sub- 
mitted, so that if the resolution is adopted, it may 
be adopted, if it be the pleasure of the Senate to 
take it, with a warning of what the consequence 


will be of this plan of giving gratuities at the end || 


of the session. 


Mr. JAMES. I shall not now move to strike || 


out the provision for the extra compensation of the 
laborers on the public grounds. I. shall allow it 
to pass for this time in the hope that they will look | 
out for the future, and discharge their duties in such 


a manner that I shall be warranted in voting it || 


hereafter. 


The PRESIDENT. The question is on the | 


amendment of the Senator from Virginia. 
Mr. PETTIT. I hope it will not prevail. 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. WILSON. I wish to propose an amend- | 





ment to the resolution. One of the boys who has || 


acted as a page during this session will receive | 


* nothing under the resolution as it stands. I be- | 


lieve he has been a very faithful boy, and I there- | 
fore propose to add an amendment to the resolu- 
tion: 


That Selby Griffith, who has acted as a page, be allowed 
one dollar a day for the time he has served. 

Mr, BROWN. Pay himas muchas the others. 

Mr. PETTIT. He ought to be put on the 
same footing with the rest. 

Mr, WILSON. I modify’ my amendment 
according to the suggestion of Senators. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. JAMES, . L.wish to move an amendment 
to include Thomas Peters, jr., the son of Thomas 
Peters, the m on the floor where my com-. 
mittee-room is, e is a small boy, who has 
worked regularly during the whole session. He 
has attended to my committee-room, has been a 

ood boy, and has worked faithfully. He has 

iechanged his duties as well as any boy here, and 
I mepe e will be included, 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 1 desire to include the 
policemen ofthe Capitol. They were not included 
in the increase of twenty per cent. provided by 
the law which has just been read by the Senator 


lieve, thoroughly and effect- || 
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agreed to raise the compensation of the policemen 
|on their side twenty per cent. I move that the 
— amount be allowed to the policemen on this 
| side, 

| Mr. ADAMS. I wish to inquire what their 
| present compensation is ? 

| Mr. JONES, of lowa. Their compensation 
| was not increased by the joint resolution of last 
| year. It has been increased, as far aethe House 
| 18 an by a resolution passed by that body 
| to-night. 

Mr. MASON. I think the Senator from Iowa 
is right; put in the whole camp, pioneers, and all. 
| (Laughter. } 

| The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I cannot vote for 
' this resolution as it is. I desire to know where 
| wearetostop? You haveaclerk toalmost every 
committee of the Senate; you have a porter on 
every floor where there are committee rooms; and 
now the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. James] 


has put in a page to the clerk of a committee. || 


[Laughter. } 

Mr. JAMES. No, sir. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not see how 
the Senator can make anything else out of it. 

Mr. MASON. It is a necessary consequence 
of the system. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I know it is a 
| necessary consequence. [t follows the Perry af- 

fair. ({Laughter.} It is a regular graduation, 


|| going all the way down from the one to the other. 


Now, I wish to know where we are to stop? You 
have given clerks to committees that never met, 


and you have paid them for two whole sessions. || 


There is a committee, of which I am a member, 


| that never met more than twice for two sessions || 


| of Congress, and you have paid a clerk for them 


against my solemn protest. Now, the Senator | 
from Rhode Island comes here and wants a page | 
to that sort of clerkship, in addition to a porter on || 


the floor where the committee room is. 
Mr. JAMES. I have only to say to the gen- 
| tleman that the clerkship is one thing, the page- 


|| ship another; and the page, the boy of whom he 


speaks, has worked not only for my committee, 

but for every committee which has a room on the 

same floor. The honorable President of the Sen- 

| ate knows the facts as wellasI do. The boy has 

labored not only for me, but for every other Sen- 

ator on this floor, and I am for paying him what 

| he has earned. I neyer give a vote in this body 

with more satisfaction than when I give one to 
ae services rendered under my own eye. 

r. JONES, of Tennessee. [ am willing to 

pay for services rendered; but I never saw this 


page. 
“Mr. JAMES. The honorable Senator said he 
never attended the committee but twice. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I never was at the 


more than once. 
Mr. JAMES. The Senator is not a member of 
| the Committee on Patents. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I never belonged 
| to it, and hope never to belong to it. Cee 
| But, sir, this is my point: You have establishe 
| committees here to do the public business. The 
| first step was to give clerks to the important com- 
| mittees. The next was to give every committee 
ja clerk. The third step was to give a porter to 
| each floor. This is the first time I heard there 
| was a page in addition to a porter, a porterin 
| addition to a clerk, a clerk in addition to a com- 
| mittee, and a committee in additiun to the Senate. 
([Laughter.) That is the whole system. Now is 
there any Senator here who has a page to his 
committee? I never heard of such a thing before. 
| { can tell the honorable Senator his page never 
waited on me. There is but one committee on 
which [ have served, though I am a member of 
two committees; and I hope never to beon another, 
and if I keep my senses I do not think I shall 
under your present di tions here. I have 
served on the Committee on Military Affairs since 
I became a member of the body, and I never yet 
saw a page there. Asto the Committeeon Roads 
and Canals I have not been there this session. I 
was notified to attend once, but I did not go, be- 
cause I knew they had nothing to do. [Laughter. 


br Ne a clerk, however, who is paid out o 
ry. 
Now, sir, the Senate may spend this money as 





from Arkansas. { understand the House has || they please. 1 donot care-much for the 


meeting of the Committee on Roads and Canals ||: 


March 


————. 








| but I protest against the establishment of such’? 
'| principle. If one committee is to have a page 
|| every other committee will ask for one; and in 
order ~ have it operate fairly all round, let ys 
|| begin by giving every Senator a secretary 
‘| a page. (Laughter) I tell gentlemen they ane 
| running this mater into the ground, unless they 
|| mean to establish some principle. Let them en). 
|| ploy persons at certain fixed rates; let us stand 
by the contract, and make them stand by it; make 
‘| them discharge their duty, and pay what 
i you agree to pay, and no more. 
| Mr. BRODHEAD. 1 wish to inquire of my 
'| friend from Florida whether his amendment in. 
| cludes the three or four watchmen who are sta. 
_ tioned gbout the Capitol at night, in exposed 
positions, watching thegates? I think they ought 
| to be included. 
|| Mr.MORTON. Ifthe honorable Senator from 
|, Pennsylvania will listen to the reading of the rego. 
‘| lution, he will find that it will explain itself, 
“Question !”’ ‘Question !’’] I will say no more, 
| The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
| amendment of the Senator from Florida, as 
| amended, to strike out all of the original resolution 
|| after the word ** resolved,” and insert: 
| ‘That there be paid out of the contingent fund of the Sen. 
| ate to each of the pages in the service of the Senate, and 
the laborers employed in the public grounds, the usual com. 
pensation allowed them at the close of the session, after 
deducting therefrom the sum they may have received under 
the joint resolution approved July 20, 1854 ; and that Selby 
Griffith and Thomas Peters, jr., be allowed the same com- 
pensation as is allowed to the other pages. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON. AsI perceive the resolution 
|is to be adoped, I move to amend it by adding, 


‘and that there be allowed to John Brown and 
| Jacob Dodson, fifty dollars each.”’ 
| The amendment was agreed to. 
The question being on the adoption of the res- 
olution as amended, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 
and nays; and they were ordered ;and being taken, 
| resulted—yeas 22, nays 10;.as follows: 
| 


YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Brown, Chase, Cooper, Gillette, 
Gwin, Houston, James, Jones of Iowa, Mallory, Morton, 
Pettit, Sebastian, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, Thompson of 
Kentucky, Wade, Weller, Wells, Wilson, and Wright—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Benjamin, Bright, Brodhead, 
Douglas, Foot, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Tennessec, and 
| Toombs—10. - , 


So the resolution was adopted. 


KANSAS MILITARY ROADS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Territories to report back the bill from 
the House of Representatives for the construction 
| of certain military roads in the Territory of Kan- 
| sas. It is recommended by the War Department. 
|| 1 ask for its immediate consideration. ° 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill, which proposes to 
appropriate $50,000 for a road from Fort Riley 
to such point on the Arkansas river as, in the 
opinion of the Secretary of War, may be most 
|| expedient for military purposes; and $50,000 for 
a road from Fort Riley, to Brader’s pass in the 
|| Rocky mountains. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and 

TERRITORIAL LIBRARIES. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I am also directed by the 
Committee on Territories to report back the 
House joint resolution making an Pa oe 
for the purchase of territorial libraries. This is 
to correct an omission of last year. I hope it will 
be now considered. , 

The joint resolution (the object of which is to 
specopsiste $5,000 for the purchase of territorial 
li ‘for each of the Territories of Kansas and 
Nebraska) was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, reported to the , ordered to a third 

reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MERCANTILE MARINE. | 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I have just been reminded 
by my colleagues on the Committee on Commerce 
that our chairman, (Mr. Hamum,] who wenenlied 
home in consequence of , 


in illness in his | 
in our charge a resolution which I wal the Bonate 
ae ere nan rite 
The motion to take up the resolution was agreed 
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one It was presented by Mr. Hamutin on the 22d An act to provide for the erection of public 
of February, and is as follows: _ buildings in the Territory of Kansas 


, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce of the Sen- An act granting a pension to Joseph McCor- 
ate be authorized to designate three of its members, who | mack; ] : i 
may sit dereg a = ing ena = the purpose oun _ | An act making appropriations for the support 

ug into the subj now exis or ; 
government of our mercantile marine for the encourage- | — ae — — ending the 30th of June, 
ment and improvement of American seamen ; but they shall | 1856, and for other purposes; and ’ 
not sit more than ninety days, and they sball prepare a bill | An act to organize an institution for the insane 


ization and encou t of seamen, || istri 
Sait, oaer wi repay arte nest oe | Yama eae mid Det eet Oo 


gress. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I will merely say, in rela- | 





KATHERINE M. HAMER. | 
} 


tion to the resolution, that the Committee on || Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I am instructed by the 
Commerce had a vast number of —— and | Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
memorials submitted to them from different boards | the bill for the relief of Katherine M. Hamer, || 
of trade throughout the United States on the sub- | widow of the late General Thomas L. Hamer, to || 
ject of reforming the discipline in the mercantile | report it back without amendment, and recom- || 
marine of the United States, which is considered || mend its passage. 1 ask that it may now be con- 


to be in an exceedingly disorganized state, by | sidered. 

reason of the act of Congress which abolished | The bill (which proposes to direct the Secre- 

flogging. Under these circumstances, the com- | tary df the Interior to place the name of Katherine | 

mittee being without the necessary information, it | M. Hamer on the pension roll at the same rate 

was suggested that it would be proper for them to || per month during her natural life as that of Mar- | 

obtain the information during the recess. I con- || garet L. Worth, widow of the late Brevet Brigadier | 

sented to urge the adoption of this resolution in | General Worth) was considered as in Committee | 

behalf of the chairman, being myself utterly unable | of the Whole, reported to the Senate, ordered td | 

to sit as a member of the committee during the || be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 

recess, but thinking that it would bea very useful |; time, and passed. 

body of information to be got together, and that || ; 

this is probably the only way in which wecan | 3 Jpaee reaver: 

succeed in getting a good law. || On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, the Sen- || 
Mr. HUNTER. | think about two yearssince || ate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to | 





the Senate expressed its sense in regard to allow- || consider the bill from the House of Represent- 
ing committees to sit in the recess. The result of |, atives for the reliefof Jesse French, of Braintree, 
our experience in that matter has been such, I || Massachusetts. Jt proposes to direct the Secre- || 
think, as to convince us that it is better to confine || tary of the Interior to place his name on the pen- 
the action of the committees to the session of the || sion roll at four dollars per month, commencing || 
Senate. Itisa very dangerous practice to allow | January 1, 1852, and to continue during his life. 
them to sit in the recess. I hope the Senate will The bill was reported to the Senate without 

not depart from the rule which it seemed to estab- || amendment, ordered toa third reading, read the | 
lish for itself, because it refused several such ap- || third time, and passed. 
plications about two years since. - | IRENE G. SCARRITT. i 

| 





deen taeda qaeitinn fe am the | _ On motion by Mr. MALLORY, the Senate, as } 
r. HUNTER. Does it require unanimous | in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider || 
consent? || the bill for the relief of Mrs, lrene G. Scarritt, the 

The PRESIDENT. No, sir. || object of which is to place her on the pension roll |) 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I hope the Senate will act |, 2t 'wenty-five dollars a month for five years from | 
on the resolution. I think it is a duty we owe to | July 1, 1854. : i 
our absent colleague to dispose of it. I shall not | The bill was reported to the Senate without Hl 
discuss it; I only ask for the vote. | amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


The resolution was rejected. | reading, read the third time, and passed. 
PENSION AND BOUNTY LAND LAWS. _ || _VIRGINIA LAND SCRIP. | 


Mr. SUMNER. I am instructed by theCom- ||| Mr. ADAMS. The Senate to-night declined 
mittee on Pensions to offer the following resolu- || ‘ ‘@ke up_a little bill of the Senator from Vir- 
tien: | ginia, as | supposed, in consequence of having 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is || ther pressing business. As there seems to be 
hereby, authorized to purchase, for the use of the Senate, | nothing else before us, L move that the Senate 
five thousand copies of Triplett’s Digest of the Pension and | now proceed to the consideration of the bill in 
Bounty Land Laws: Provided, Tite cost of the same shall relation to the Virginia bounty lands. 


not exceed one dollar per volume, and that it shall be printed || 
in a style of paper and type equal to that of documents pub- | RB gdm a aan oe the yeas and nays, 









‘ 


lished during the present session of Cor , and be bound 
Mr. STUART. I move that the Senate ad- 


well inlaw sheep: 4nd provided, also, That the work shall 
contain all the pension and bounty land laws passed at this journ; and on that motion l ask for the eas and 
nays. [It was now fifteen minutes after two 


| 
session of Congress. 
Mr. HUNTER. [shall be muchobliged tomy || o’clock, a. m ] 
friend, the chairman of the Committee on Print- | The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
ing, (Mr. Jounson,] to state whatit is we are now taken, resulted—yeas none, nays 22; as follows: 
paying for printing. NAYS—M . Adams, B » Be in, B d, 
Mr. JOHNSON. Weare paying for the pub- | Bright, Brodhead, Brows, Conan, Glagtons Cooper Dew” 
lic printing ‘of this ‘Congress $1,500,000. For | 8 Douglas, Foot, Houston, Johnson, Mallory, Mason, 
the Departments, so far as théir printing has been || Weteand Wilgteae een ; 
done under the law, the cost has been $500,000. | So he Se faced te edi | 
All the pablic printing which has yet been sub- | Ce ee ET eee 
jected to the general printing law has cost||) Mr. WADE. I move that the Senate take a 
$2,000,000. > | recess until eight o’clock in the morning. 
The resolution was rejected. Mr. MASON. I understand that the motion of 
bhastthis edtae eoke. _ the Senator from Mississippi, to take up the Vir- 


ginia land ee is before the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives, The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wexien.) | 
by Mr, Forney, their Clerk, announced that the || That motion is pending, but there was not a quo- 
Speaker of the House had signed the fcllowing || ram voting on the motion to adjourn. 
enrolled bills; which were thereupon signed by || Mr. MASON. I suppose the first question now 
the President pro mers: ‘|| is on the motion of the Senator from Mississippi. 

An act to provide. for the erection of public|| The PRESIDENT. No motion can be enter- 
buildings in the Territory of Nebraska; tained for want of a quorum. 
went resolution for the relief of George Ww. Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is it not in order 


| 





erren; 7 to take a recess? 
An act to continue the pension of Francis E.|| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
en: 


; se entertain that motion. The fact whether there be 
An act for the rélief of Stephen Lutz, of New || a quorum or not can be ascertained by a vote. 
York; ‘ r. ADAMS. The chairmen of the Commit- 
-An act for the relief of Thomas C. Ramsey, || tee on Finance is absent at this time, and I think 
Ananias O. Richardson, and James McLaughlin; |! the Senate ought not to take a recess until we ascer- 
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tain the condition of business. The business may 









| be in sucha position that it would be improper to 


take a recess. 

Mr. BADGER. The Senator from Virginia 
[Mr. Hunter] has his hands full. He is here, 
and in the other House, and I trust we shall not 
take a recess in his absence. It is too serious and 
important a matter. 

r. WADE. I withdraw the motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion is on the motion of the Senator from Missis- 
sippi. 

Mr. STUART. That motion cannot be enter- 
tained when there is not a quorum present. 

Mr. MASON. Let us fake a vote, and ascer- 
tain the fact. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If it be ascer- 
tained in voting on the motion that there is a quo- 
rum the bill can be taken up. 

Mr. STUART. Bat it is already ascertained 
that there ie not a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The last vote 
shows no quorum, but if, on this motion, a quo- 
rum vote, the bill may be taken up. 

Mr. STUART. 1 ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I have paired off with my 
collengue [Mr. Bararp] on this bill. 

The yeas and nays were taken; and resulted— 


| yeas 10, nays 7; as follows: 


YEAS—Meessrs. Adams, Bright, Dawson, Hunter, Mal- 


| lory, Mason, Marton, Rusk, Toombs, and Welier—10. 


NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Benjamin, Brodhead, Brown, 


| Chase, Toucey, and Walker—7. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is nota 

uorum voting. 

Mr. BRAINERD. If should like to have the 
Senate take up the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, for the relief of Andrew H. Patterson, 
which has been reported unanimously by the 
Senate Committee on Claime, and to which, I 
presame, there will be no objection. 

Mr. DAWSON. We cannot legislate without 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No business 
can be done until q quorum shall be present. 

Mr. DAWSON. If I did not know that there 
was not a quorum present, | should not object to 
going on with thie bill, but knowing that fact, I 
cannot consent to proceed with business. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On. motion by Mr. PETTIT, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doora were 
reopened. + 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
Hugh Wallace Wormeley, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration; which was agreed 
to 


railroad, to whom was referred the petition of E. 
G. Chambers, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration; which was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representauves, by Mr. ’ornwer, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the Speaker had signed the foilow- 
ing enrolled billsand joint resolation: 

A bill for the r of L. R. Lyon and Dean S. 
Howard, of the Stateof New York; 

A bill for the construction of certain military 
roads in the Territary of: Kansas; 

A bill. for the retief of Jesse French, of Brain- 
rE centriole 

joint resolu sing. an appropriation for 
Pa poreneanee territa, jal libraries; 
hich were thereupwh signed by the President 
pro tempore. 
IOWA SENATORIAL ELECTION. 

The PRESIDENT. pro tempore laid. before the 
Senate a letter of the President of the of 
lowa, accompanied by resolutions of the Senate 
of that State relative to the joint convention alleg: d 
to have been held by the General Assembly uf 
lowa for the election of an associate judge, and.a 
United States Senator, at which the Hon. James 
Harian was said to be chosen a Uniied Sraves 
Senator for six years from March 4, 1855. The 
letter was, ordered to lie on the table. 


He also, from the select committee on the Pacific ~ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Foarwey, their Clerk, announced that the 
House had agreed to the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the bill further to amend the act entitled 
** An act to reduce and modify the rates of post- 
ages in the United States, and for other purposes,” 
passed March 3, ]851; and that they had passed 


@ joint resolution making appropriation for the || ,, 


payment of those entitled to the benefits of the 


resolution of the House of Representatives of the | brought down to the close of the present session, including | 


United States, passed March 3, 1855, voting extra 


compensation to pages, folders, and others. And || 
that they had passed the Senate bill for the relief | 


of Mrs. Irene G. Scarritt. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The message also announced that they disagreed 


to all the amendments of the Senate to the bill || 


making appropriations for the naval service for 


the two Elouses thereon, and had rppointed Mr. 
Pueves, of Missouri, Mr. Upnam, of Massachu- 
setts, and Mr. Bocock, of Virginia, managers at 
the conference on their part. 

Oa motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate in- 
sisted on their amendments and agreed to the con- 
ference asked for by the House of Representatives 


on the disagreeing votes of the two Hlouses || 


thereon. 
Mr. Gwe, Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, and Mr. 


Doveras, were appointed the committee on the 
part of the Senate. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The message also announced that they had 
agreed to someand disagreed to other amendments 


the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1856, and 
for other purposes; and that they agreed to other 
amendments of the Senate with amendments in 
which they requested the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate. 

Un motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate in- 
sisted on their amendments disagreed to by the 
House of Representatives, disagreed to the amend- 
ments of the House to their amendments, and 


asked for a conference on the disagreeing votes of | 


the two Houses, 

Mr. Hounrea, Mr. Tovcer, and Mr. Dawson 
were appointed the conferees on the part of the 
Senate. 

A subsequent message from the House of Rep- 
resentatives announced that they insisted on their 
disagreement to the amendments of. the Senate to 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill; insisted 
on their amendments to the amendments of the 
Senate disagreed to by the Senate; agreed to the 
conference asked for by the Senate on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses; and had appointed 
Mr. Elousron, of Alabama, Mr. Haven, of New 
York, Mr. Henx, of lowa, managers on their 
part. 


JUDICIARY OF THE DISTRICT. 


The message also informed the Senate that the 
House disagreed to the amendments of the Senate 
to the bill to reorganize the courts of the District 
of Columbia, and to reform and improve the laws 
thereof; asked for a conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses, and appointed Mr. 
Mar, of Maryland, Mr. Kerr, of North Car- 
olina, and Mr. Crarx, of Michigan, conferees on 
their part. 4 











On motion by Mr. P the Senate insisted 
on their a ments, and g@imed for a conference 
on the Saat re e two Houses. 

Mr. Bancer, Mr. Bega, and Mr. Sroanr, 
were appointed ma fat the conference on the 
part of the Senate.. ' 

EXECU SESSION. 

The Senate again proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive , and at six o’clock, a. m., 


the doors were reopened. © 
LIST OF CLAIMS. 
_ Mr. EVANS. I hold in my hand a resolution 
espe ago by order of Geaghean, cated tee Lie 
order “e 

Gf Chaise.” In the House of Representatives 
* ithas been brought down to the present time; in 

the Senate it has not been brought down toa later 





} 


| 


| work to the present time. 


! 





—_— eee 


of my investigations, a book of immense value. 
Without it | should never have known what was 
done in a great number of cases which I have 

en called upon to examine. The object of this 
resolution is to.lirect the Secretary to continue the 
I offer the resolution, 
and ask for its immediate consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate cause the 
List of Claims,’? heretofore prepared by him, to be printed 
for the use of the Senate ; und that he cause the list to be 


such continuation in the list thus to be 
the usual number of copies be printed. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. BROWN, the Senate took 


printed ; and that 


|, a recess for two hours. 


The Senate reassembled at half-past eight 


|| o’clock, a.m., [of Sunday, March 4.7. . 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1856; that they || 


aeked for a conference on the disagreeing votes of | 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The PRESIDENT 
following enrolled bills, which had been previously 


| signed by the Speaker of the House: 


| 





An act further to amend the act entitled ‘*An 





waslgrncnanagubatpenahormapaupannedegianiaaeneaoman ate eee te 





“|| period than 1849. I have found it, in the course | < 7 2 eee mmedee 


i 
| 


i] 


pro tempore signed the || 


March 3, 


follows: 
Olumbj 
and to codify the same.” mt, 


The Senet> proceeded to consider the repor, 
and, on motion by Mr. Bapcenr, it was concurres 
in. The bill, as thus amended, contains but on, 


section, and is as follows: 


That the President of the United States is hereby author. 
ized, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, jp 
appoint two persons, learned in the law, to revise simplify 
digest, and codify the laws of said District, and also the 
rules and principles of practice, of pleadings, of evidence 
and conveyancing, and also fo add thereto and codify such 
Jaws of the State of Maryland as may be or become in fore, 
during the preparation of said code and applicable to the 


| circumstances and condition of said District; and the saiq 
| code shall be constructed according to a simpic method 


be expressed in language concise and plain, and, as on 


| possible, be made level to the understqnding of a person of 


ordinary intelligence and education; and it shal) -ontain 
full and particular index to all its contents ; ané —.¢ prepa. 
ration of the said code shall be made under the superip. 
tendence and revision of the Attorney General of the Uniteg 
Stateg and as the same progresses shall be printed, unde; 
his direction ; and the said codifiers shall each be puid for 
their services, out of the Treasury of the United Siates, at 
the rate of $3,000 a year. And the Board of Aldermen ang 
Common Council of the city of Washington may together 


|| elect five competent persons, and the Board of Aldermen 


|| act to reduce and modify the rates of postage in | 


| the United States, and for other purposes,’’ passed | 


| March 3, 1851; 


and Council of Georgetown may elect two competent per. 
sons, and the levy court of the county of Washington inay 
clect one competent person, which persons togetiicr shall 
compose a board, to consider, at convenient seasons, the 


| provisions of said code, as it may be prepared; and any 


An act to amend an act entitled **An act for | 


the relief of George M. Bentley, of the State of || 


|| Indiana,” approved August 5, 1854; and 


An act for the relief of Irene G. Scarritt. 


BARK SARANAC. 
Mr. STUART. | desire to havea bill passed 


1} 
| 


| which is a mere matter of form, to change the || 


| name of a vessel trading to Wilmington, North 
ot the Senate to the bill making appropriations for || 


Carolina. The whole thing is a matter of form, 


and 1 suppose there can be no possible objection || 


to it. 
There being no objection, leave was granted to 


_ was read the first and second time, and considered 
| as in Committee of the Whole. 

* The Saranac is en American-built vessel, now 
| owned by citizens of Wilmington, North Carolina, 
| and the object is to have the name changed. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


|| reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SAMUEL SMOOT. - 


Mr. BADGER. Under the resolution which | 
| was adopted last night in favor of the pages, there 
is 4 small boy, Samuel Smoot, a page employed || 


in the office of the Secretary of the Senate, whois 


excluded. The committee have come to the con- 


clusion that he is not embraced in the resolution. 
| 1 am sure it was not the intention of the Senate to 


| exclude him, It is supposed by the committee | 


| that he is not included in the resolution because he 
| happens to be employed in the Secretary's office 
instead of in the Senate Chamber. I desire to ask 
whether there can be any doubtabout the intention 
of the Senate? 

Several Senators. Of course not. 

Mr. BADGER. Then I ask, by unanimous 
consent, that the resolution may be amended by 
adding at the end of it, ‘and Samuel Smoot, a 
page in the Secretary’s office.”’ 

here being no objection, the resolution was 
ordered to be so modified. 


JUDICIARY OF THE DISTRICT. 


Am 
Representatives, by Mr. Forwer, their Clerk, 
announcing that the House had agreed to the re- 
port of the committee of conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill to 
reorganize the courts in the District of Columbia, 
and to reform and improve the laws thereof. 


Mr. BADGER made the following report: 


The managers at the conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill entitled An act to reorganize 
the courts of the District of Columbia, and to reform and 
improve the laws thereof,”’ have met, and, after full and 
free conference, have agreed to recommend, and do recom- 
mend to their respective Houses, as follows: 

First. That the Senate recede from its amendments to 
the nineteenth section of the bill, and agree to the same 
section as passed by the House. 


| introduce a bill ** to change the name of the bark 
Saranac, and grant her a new register;”’ and it 





| 


| 





e was received from the House of 


Second. That the House agree to the other amendments: 


of the Senate, with this amendment, to wit: to strike out 
the preamble and all the sections of the bill, except the said 


three of said persons shall constitute a quorum of said 
board ; and the said code, or such provisions thereof asmay 
be approved by a majority of said board, shall be adopted, 
and become the law of said District, as hereinafter provided, 
And igshall be the duty of the said persons who may be ap. 


, pointed to codify the said Jaws, to attend, and also the said 
) Attorney General may atiend the meetings of said board, to 


explain the several provisions of the said code. And when 
the said code and the provisions thereof shal! have been 
adupted by the said board, or by a majority thereof, they shall 


| certify the sanfé to the President of the United States, who 


shall thereupon cause it to be published in a neat and con- 
venient form, and to be substantially bound; and lie shall 
cause a sufficient number of volumes of said ‘code to be 
printed and bound as may be necessary for the amplest dis- 
tribution of the same among the people of said District, and 
for the preservation of said code; and a copy thereof shall 
be furnished to every justice of the peace, and every judge, 


| to each court, to each clerk of said court, to each coroner, 


to said levy court, to each public school, to each public 
library, to each public department of Government, and to 
the Mayors and each of the Councils of Washington and 


| Georgetown, to be by them kept and carefully preserved, 


and transferred to their several successors in office. And 
the said code so deposited with said clerks of courts and 
justices of the peace, shall at all times be open in their sev- 
eral offices for the inspection and information of the people 
of said District, and others who may desire to consult the 
same. And when the said code shall be printed and dis- 
tributed, the President of the United States shall, by his 
proclamation, appoint a time and places in the said District 
for taking the sense of the citizens thereof, for or against 


| the adoption of the said code, and he shall cause judges to 
| be selected who shall preside at such election, and he shall 


provide and proclaim the mode and rules of conducting the 


|| same, provided every free white male citizen of the United 


States, above the age of twenty-one years,-who has resided 
in the said District for one year next preceding said elee- 
tion, shall be permitted to vote thereat; and the result of 
said election shail be reported to the said Presideht, and the 
same, with the said code, be by him reported to Congress, 
and when ratified and approved by the same, he shall, by 
his proclamation, dectare it to be in force, from the day of 
the date thereof, as the law of the said District of Columbia; 
and the same, when so proclaimed, shail thereafter be and 


| remain as such, without any further act or proceedings to 
| that effect, until altered or repealed by the Congress of the 


United States. And the persons who may compose sid 
board, or such of them as may act on the same, shal! be 
paid out of the Treasury of the United States a reasonable 
stoped tein for their services, nt to the _ ~d 
ploy em, respectively, upon the same: ’ 
That the said code shall be reported to Congress on or before 
the first Monday in December, in the year 1867. 
GEORGIA AND FLORIDA BOUNDARY LINE. 


Mr. MALLORY. There is on the table 4 
resolution for printing so much of a public docu- 
ment as relates to boundary line between 
Georgia and Florida. The ety of printing 
it is evident from the fact that the Attorney Gen- 
eral has interfered in the suit before the-Supreme 
Court on behalf of the United States. ‘The reso- 
lution was laid aside on a former occasion at the 
8 ion of the Senator from North Carolina, 

r. ae He has withdrawn his objection, 
and I ask the now to take it up. 

The motion was Ber: to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider follo resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr. Marrory on the 22d of February: 

the Senate cause to be 

dcuapiiea 1 hd printed with he. ddeuments of te pre _ 
Sa atiee nies 7 ; 

‘to the boundary line between the States of Georgia 


nm 


and heretofore laid before either House of Con- 
gress, and of the reports of and all proceedings 
win Sopa ben ed We cab 
that no paper be . 
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“Mr. STUART. What will the cost be? 








recise words was passed in 1845, and under it 
the Secretary of the Senate was required to have 
such a document published; but the suit was 
stayed and it never was published. Theobject now 
js to carry out that resolution. I do not know 
how much it will cost, but it cannot be much. 
Mr. STUART. I should like to know the cost 
of printing. 
The PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the 
consideration of the resolution? 
Mr. STUART. 1 do not wish to object, but I 
desire to know what it is to cost. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. What isthe object of this 
rinting? 
, Mr. MALLORY. There is a suit pending be- 
tween Georgia and Florida, in which a e dis- 
trict of country, some three hundred and fifty 
thousand acres, I am told, is concerned. The 
Attorney General has told me that these papers 
are necessary. 
The resolution was adopted. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. GWIN. I am instructed to make a report 
from the committee of conference on the naval ap- 
ropriation bill, ‘The conference have agreed on all 
c three amendments, and I am instructed to ask 


for the action of the Senate upon them. 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair will state that | 


|| appropriated for the establishment of a naval depot on the 


the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. Siivext] desired 
to be here when that bill should be acted upon. 
Mr. GWIN. The amendment .in which he 


feels an interest is one of those upon which we | 


could not agree. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
what the Committee on Naval Affairs has done, 
and | am aware that the matter in which Loui- 
siana is concerned is one of the points which is 


reserved. There can be no objection, therefore, | 


to considering the report as far as it goes. 

The Secretary read the report, as follows: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending the 30th of June, 1856, 
have met, and, after full and free conference, have agreed 
to recommend to their respective Houses as follows: 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the Sen- 
ate amendments, as follows: First, third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, eleventh, filling the blank therein with 
“three,” thirteenth, seventeenth, twentieth, twenty-first, 
twenty-second, and twenty-third. 

That the House agree to the Senate’s second amend- 
ment with an amendment, as follows: 


In the eighth line, strike out ‘ four’? and insert ** three ;” | 
and at the end of the amendment add: ‘nd provided || 


further, That nothing herein contained shall be construed 


to reduce the salary to which any Navy agent is entitled | 


under the existing laws.” 

That the Senate recede from its amendments disagreed 
to by the House, as follows: Eighth, twelfth, fourteenth, 
fifteenth, sixteenth, nineteenth, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifih, 
twenty-ninth. 

That the House agree to the twenty-sixth amendment of 
the Senate with amendments, as follows: 

In line two, after the word “ shall,’’ insert “ hereafter,”’ 
and strike out, after the word “ dollars,” in the third line. 

That the House agree to the twenty-eighth amendment, 
by substituting as follows: 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the following 
sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, to be paid 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, for the year ending the 3th of June, 1856 : 

For the transportation of the mails from New York to 
Liverpool, and back, $819,500. 

For transportation of the mails from New York to New 
Orleans, Charleston, Savannati, Havana, and Chagres, and 
back, $261,000. 

_For transportation of the mails from Panama to Califor- 
nia and O n, and back, $328,350. 

For carrying out the contract entered into by the Post 
Office Department, under the provisions of the act approved 
30th August, 1852, establishing a tri-monthly mail by steam 
vessels between New Orleans and Vera Cruz, via Tam- 
pico, $69,750. 

Sec. 9. And be it 
sums be, and the same are hereby, ser- 
vice of the Post’Office Department for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1856, out of any moneysin the Treasury arising 
from the revenues of said rtment, in conformity to the 
act of the 2d of July, 1836 = 

Por transportation of the mails, in two steamships, from 
New York, by Southampton, to Bremen, and. back, at 

‘orky by Cowen, to Blavre, and Back, at 7500) for. each 

» bY owes, to avre, ay 2 at 3: or 
ship, under the contract with the Ocean Steam Navigation 
Company of New York, $350,000. om, 

For transportation ofthe mails between Charleston and 
Havana, a sum not exceeding $59,000. 

Por transportation of the mails across the Isthmus of 


aan further enacted, That the following 
sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, to supply 


| vice of the Post Office Department tor the = 
|| 30th of June, 1855, out of any moneys in the Treasury arising 
\| from the revenues of said 


the concurrence of the Senate in the items agreed | 
upon in the committee of conference, excluding || 
the three upon which we could not agree, and ask | 


I have taken cognizance of | 





| Mr. MORTC 
| which I feel a deep interest, which was proposed 
| by the Committee on Agriculture, and which was 
I desire to know its fate. | 
|| Mr.G 


| mittee as not ee with this bill. 
} 








her enacted, That the followi 
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cal a ending the 0th of June, 1855, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, namely : 
For transportation ot the muils from New York to Liver- 


| pool, and back, $559,238 65. 


For transportation of the mails from New York to New 


|, Orleans, Charleston, Savannah, Havana, and Chagres, and 
\| back, $202,378 21. ° , are 


For transportation of the mails from Panama to Califor- 


nia and Oregon, and back , $249,242 02. 


Sec. 11. And be it further enacted,-That the followi 
sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated forthe ser- 
ending the 


partment, in conformity to the 
act of the 2d of July, | : 


| New York, by Southampton, to Bremen, and back, at 
| $100,000 for each ship; and in two steamships, frou New 
| York, by Cowes, to Havre, and back, at $75,000 for each 


|| ship, under the contract with the Ocean Sieam Navigation 


| Company of New York, $350,000. 


|| For the transportation of the mails between Charleston 


and Havana, under the contract with M. C. Mordecai, 
For transportation of the mails across the Isthmus of 
Panama, $120,009. 

Tiat the House agree to that portion of the tenth amend- 


| ment which provides as follows : “* removing sunk caisson.” 
| ‘That the Senate recede from the remainder of the said 

| amendment with the following amendment: in lieu of ** two 
|| hundred and fifty-five thousand four hundred and seventy ,”’ 


insert ‘‘ one hundred and fiity thousand dollars.’ 

That the committee of conference-cannot agree upon 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses upon amendments 
numbered nine, eighteen, and twenty-seven. 


The amendments on which the committee of 


| conference were unable to agree, are as follows: 


Ninth amendment: 
And the sum of $100,000 be, and the same is hereby, 


right bank of the river Mississippi in descending, at the site 


| now owned and held by the United States for that purpose, 
| near the city of New Orleans, and for such buildings and 


improvements as may he judged necessary for the accoin- 
modation of the United States vessels of war in that 
quarter. 


Tenth amendment: 

Add at the end of the appropriations for navy-yards: 
Memphis—For excavation and embankments, smith-shop, 
store-house, and repairs of all kinds, $30,000: Provided, 
That no part of this sum shall be expended until the board 
of Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Memphis shail have 
retroceded to the United States the said navy-yard with all 


| the fixtures and appurtenances thereunto belonging, uncon- 
|| ditionally, by deed in such form as shall be approved by the 
| Secretary of the Navy. 


Twenty-seventh amendment: 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the existing 


| 
Jaws limiting the number of officers in the Navy of the 


United States be so tar modified as to entitle the officers 
of the navy and revenue marine of Texas at the time of 


|| annexation, te the pay of oflicers of the United States on 
| 
| and of the revenue service. 


leave-of-absence pay to the present time: Provided, The 
number of such oflicers shall not exceed eight of the naval 


Mr. GWIN. I hope the question will be taken 
on the report of the committee of conference as 
far as they have been able to agree. 


There is one amendment in 


the Senate. 
IN. 


adopted b 
It was considered by the com- 


Mr. MORTON. Then I understand the com- 
mittee have given it up. 

Mr.GWIN. ¥es, sir. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on agree- 
ing to the report, leaving the three questions which 
are reserved. . 

The report was agreed to. 


Mr. GWIN. Now, I leave it to the Senate to 


|| say what shall be done with the three amendments 
| on which the committee could not agree. 


Mr. JAMES. I move that the Senate recede. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the Senate 
will not recede. in lieu of that, 1 move that a 
cmmen ot conference + asked for upon 
three di eeing votes. I never can agree 
to recede Seah hom. As the report of the com- 
mittee has been agreed to, 1 move that the Senate 
insist on the three amendments on which the com. 
mittee could not agree, and ask for a new com- 
mittee of conference upon them. 

Mr, MALLORY. Lunderstand the three points 
on which the committee of conference have been 
unable to agree are in regard to the navy-yard at 
Memphis, the proposed naval depot near New 
Orleans; and the payment of the officers of the 
Saiee navy. Those are the three points, 

tr. Gaias. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MALLORY. Asa member of the Com- 

mittee on Naval Affairs, 1 voted for each of those 


| deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the fis- || 


Mr. MALLORY. A similar resolation in these || 


For transportation of the mails in two steamships, from 





propositions, and shall be prepared on all proper 
oecasions to sustain them again; but I hope the 
Senate will not for these hesitate about receding. 
In relation to the improvements in my own State, 
| the committee of conference have cut down the 
| estimates. of the Bureau of Yards and Docks very 
| largely indeed—I believe aLoutone hall. Of this 
| L say nothing; but these three measures are con- 





| 


og | troverted, and from inquiries which | have made, 


I am satisfied there is not the remotest chance of 
| their being adopted by the House of Represent- 
| atives. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. As a member of the com- 
| mittee of conference, | am bound to say that, after 
| the most thorough discussion, coming together as 

the two committees did with the greatest disposi- 
tion to harmonize as far as possible, after a four 
hours’ session, they were unable to agree; and I 
/am perfectly satisfied it will be utterly impossible 
_ for any new committee to agree on these three dis- 

puted ems. I think, therefore, it isa simple ques- 
| tion whether we shall recede from those points or 
| lose the bill. They are the Memphis navy-yard, 
, the New Orleans naval depot, and the Texas navy. 
| From the information we have, there is no poesi- 
| bility of their being adopted by the House. | think 

the committees on both sides have approached the 
| questions with the most anxious desire to har- 
monize if possible. It is a simple matter of reced- 
| ing or losing the bill. 

Mr. WELLER. I ask my friend from Illi- 
| nois whether there bas been any vote in the Hose 
|; on the three amendments which constitute the 
| points of difference? 
| Mr.DOUGLAS. Therehasnot. The House 
'| had not time to go through with the amendments. 
| They disagreed to them all, and sent them to a 
| committee of conference. If they had not pur- 
\| sued that course the bill would certainly have 
\\ been lost. 

Mr. WELLER. I am very anxious that at 
'| least two of those amendments should be agreed 
| to; and as I think the House of Representatives is 
| a very reasonable assembly, the better way for us 
\| would be to have another committee of conference. 
|| The Senate, no doubt, in that event could get one 
of the amendments by abandoning the other two. 
1 That is the usual mode of compromise when there 
| is a conference between the Senate and the House 
of Representatives. 
| .Mr. DOUGLAS. I am one of those who, in 
|, the committee of conference, stood by these three 
|} amendments. | voted to put each of them on the 

bill in the Senate, and I stood by them in the 
committee; but my conviction is, as it is hope- 
|| less to carry the struggle further. 
y Mr.GWIN. We have but three hours to sit 
| here, and this bill has yet to be enrolled on parch- 
ment, and the imminent danger is, if we do not 
act immediately, that it will be lost. The whole 
bill has to be enrolled on parchment, and if it be 
| Rot put into the hands of the clerks for that pur- 
\ pe as soon as possible the bill will inevitably fail. 
i hope the Senate will act promptly on it. 
| Mr. BELL. It cannot be certain! 
| what is the disposition of the other Flouse on 
either of these amendments, | was present in 
that House when the conference was asked for, 
and I know that no consideration was given to 
the amendments of the Senate at all. Consider- 
| able interest was felt in that House in regard to one 
| of the amendments at all events, and what the 
|| Sentiment of a majority of the House upon it is 
|, could not have been known to the members of the 
|| committee of conference on the part of that House. 
| Whatever efforts may have been made by the 
|, friends of either or all those measures, it is impos- 
| 








| 
' 





known 





sible they could know the feeling of the House, 
because the House had no opportunity to vote in 
rd to any of them. 
e do not know but that the House may re- 
cede from their disagreement to these amendments 
| if we give themachance, The fairest met.iod, it 
|| seems to me, is to ask for another conference, and 
not at once recede, though it seems that the Senate 
must give up everything when the pinch comes. 
There are no debatable points involved except 
these three on which the com. ‘ttee of conference 
could not agree. Are we at unce,on the report of 
our committee, to recede from these amendments 
to which the majority of the Senate have agreed ? 
[ think that it would be much better to appoint 
another committee of conference on the part of the 
Senate, and when they meet a similar committee 
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from the House of Representatives they can de-| 
» whether there is any | 


termine, in a few minu 
prospect of an agreement. | think, therefore, the | 
proper course is that suggested by the motion of 
miy colleague. ‘ 

Mr. GWIN. The question is not what the | 
House will do in regard to these three amend- | 
merits, \ut it is perfecily evident that if we appoint | 
another committee of conference the bill will be 
lost. [tis utterly impossible to get through the 
enrollment of the bill before the expiration of the | 
session unless it be put in the hands of the clerks 
atonce. fam as anxious os those Senators im- 
mediately interested in these three amendments to | 
secure the objects which 4 have in view in their | 
adoption; but we must look to the fact that we | 
cannot pass this bill unless we recede from these | 
amendmenis at the present time, and send the bill | 
immediately to the House. There is no room for | 
doubt on that point, There is now a call of the 
House, and in a very short time it will be difficult 
for them to geta quorum. Unless they act on this 
report at once it will be impossible to get the bill | 
signed at all. I should be very willing to have 
another committee of conference if I thought there | 
was any chance in the world of saving the bill; | 
but, sir, we have now only three hours, and it is 
impossible in eny shorter time than that to enroll | 
the bill and have it ready for the signature of the | 
President. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am very sorry to | 








Me ae 








differ from my frends from California and Illinois, || 





and cannot agree upon certain others; and there- 
upon it is in order to further insist upon the 
remaining points of difference, and appoint acom- 
mittee of conference on them. 


The PRESIDENT. Suppose the committee || 


| 


fails to agree on the three disputed points? 

Mr. BADGER. Itis justreducing the number 
of disputes. In 1850 we hed three committees cf 
conference, on one of which I was, on the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill. The first com- 
mittee agreed on all the disputed points except 
five or six. They made their report, and the two 
Houses agreed to it. We had another committee 
on the remaining points of difference. The second 


committee egreed on all except three amendments | 
which related to one subject, which you will well | 


recollect, I have no dowbt, sir—the payment of 
money which was claimed by Mr. Ritchie, A 
report was made that the committee had agreed 
upon all but this point, and it was then moved that 
another committee should be appointed; but in the 
mean time the Elouse of Representatives resolved 


Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, Evans, Fessep 
|| Poot, Gwin Hunter, James, Jones @ Iowa, Ma 
| ms, Seward, Stuart, Toucey, Wade, Wells, and Wilson 


| 





to adhere to the remaining point, and a motion | 


was made in the Senate that we recede. 
recede, and thus the bill was passed. 

The PRESIDENT. The point the Chair 
makes is this: It is important that the two Houses 
should agree on the remaining disputed 
If they should fail to agree, the bill would be lost. 

Mr. BADGER. Undoubtedly. 

The PRESIDENT. The first question is on 
the motion of the Senator from Rhode Island, 


oints- || in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 


|| the bill of the House of Representatives for the 
|| relief of Andrew H. Patterson, the object of which 


who have been very kind to me on the committee; || [Mr. James,] to recede from the three amend- 
but I do not concur in their idea that we endanger 1 ments of the Senate. Will the Senate recede from 
the biil by asking for another conference. I would || the amendments reserved by the committee of con- 
not endanger the bill for these orany other amend- || ference? 
ments. | am no factionist, no revolutionist. I 
desire to see the forms of legislation adhered to; || of conference. 
but if a majority want anything done, I desire to Mr. BADGER. Of course. 
vee them du it. The clerks may go on enrolling || Mr. BENJAMIN. If it is the pleasure of the 
the bill as far as we have agreed to it. There are || Senate to wait in taking the vote on this question 
only three points left to be decided. Let us have || until my colleague reaches the Chasstion: 4 
another committee of conference, and while that || be glad. 
committee is in sessivn the clerks can be enrolling | 
that part of the bill to which we have agreed. 
Mr. GWIN. I will state to the Senator from 
Tennesvee that the clerks*cannot enroll the bill as 
he supposes, because the committee of conference 


! If they refuse to recede, then will come 


course. 
Mr. BADGER. 


up the question of appointing another committee | 


_ Maat the committee have 


must have it if hand while they are acting on it. 
Until it passes from their hands, it cannot go into 
the hands of the clerks to work upon it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. All know perfectly well 
that a good portion of this bill has been already 
enrolled. : 

Mr. GWIN. I have been told not. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have been on enrolling | 
committees, and! know a little aboutthat. ‘There | 





is no doubt in the world that most of the bill is 
enrolled now. The idea thatitis not isa bugbear | 
held out to frighten us. The appropriation for | 
the naval depot at New O:leans has been put by | 
the Senate into the naval appropriation bill four | 
or five times, and invariably been given up on the | 
objection of the House. I think, in view of the | 


recedent action of the Senate, it is time that the | 








delay now is fatal. 
The PRESIDENT put the question on receding 


We did | 





YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Brainerd, Brodhess 
, 
Hory, Ma’ 


N AYS—Messrs. Adams, Bell, Benjamin, Bright 
Dawson, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, "Mores Bee 
2 


| Sebastian, Slidell, and Weller—13 
So the motion to recede was agreed to. 


| A message from the House of Representatives 
| by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, announced that they 
_had agreed to the report of the committee of con. 
| ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
| on the bill making appropriations for the naval 
| service for the year ending the 30th of June, 1856. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION, 


The House joint resolution making appropria. 
tions for the payment of those entitled to the 


|, benefits of the resolution of the House of 


| sentatives of the United States, passed March 3, 

| 1855, voting extra compensation to pages, folders, 

_and others, was read twice by its title, considered 
as in Committee of the Whole; reported to the 
Senate without amendment, ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


| ANDREW H. PATTERSON. 
On motion by Mr. BRAINERD, the Senate, as 


| is to direct the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to 


|| Patterson $6,802, for mail bags manufactured by 


him under a contract with the Post Office Depart. 


| ment entered into on the 23d of May, 1840. 





The PRESIDENT. There is evidently not a || 
quorum present, and that would be the better | time and ordered to a second reading. 


|| The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
| third time, and passed. 
NEUTRALITY LAWS. 


Mr. BROWN. I gave notice yesterday of my 
_ intention to introduce a bill to repeal certain sec- 


should |; tions of the neutrality laws. I now ask leave to 


| introduce the bill. 
Leave was granted, and the bil] was read a first 


|| Mr. BROWN. 1 ask that it may now be read 


I hope that will not be done. || 9 second time and put upon its 5 
[ think we had better agree to the proposition of || — — passage 


the Senator from Tennessee rather than wait; for | 


Mr. MASON and others. I object. 
Mr. BADGER. Let us take it up to-morrow. 
| Laughter. ] 


|| Mr. BROWN. I should like to have a vote 


from the amendments, and the ayes were 20, noes | upon it in some form. If some Senator will move 


10—not a quorum voting. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I ask for the yeas and 


nays; that will show whether there is a quorum || 


present or not. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, and 
Mr. Bert, Mr. Benzamin, and Mr. Jones, of 
Tennessee, did not answer totheir names. When 
the call was completed, one vole was necessary to 
make a quorum, 


any course in the Senate that was factions. I 
occupy a very peculiar position upon this subject, 


ouse should, in its turn, recede, or at all events || known to some of my personal friends, and 1 


that we should make some effort at an agreement. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, My friend from Louisiana 
says we have time enough to dispose of this bill. 
My opinion is, that to-day is not the time for 
us to be in session. If Senators will look into 
the House of Representatives they will see an 
exhausted congregation of gentlemen, scarcely a 
quorum present. Why sir, physical endurance 
will go no further. Now, may we not lose all by 
grasping at too much? 

Mr, BADGER. Will my friend allow me to 
ougnest that debate pn any subject, at this time, 

fatal. . 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 


I surrender. 


Mr. BADGER, If my friend from ‘Tennessee || mentary law and usage. Therefore I am ready to 
does not feel di sed, under the circumstances, || vote and take the nsibility of thereby making 
to recede from ouramendments, and afother com- || a quorum. I vote *‘ nay.” 
mittee is to be appointed, it ought to be done with- r. BELL. _ I will vote in the negative also. 


ovt.any delay. 
The PRESIDENT. The of the commit- 


tee of conference must be rega pam eeety. have been dispo 
The report, na made, aj as to eae dis- || end at the risk of the loss of the bill, and should 
agreeing as to rey stands for naught." = = =——s| ‘have done so willingly. . 

Mr. BADGER. Allow me © Mai, si that || Mr. RUSK® And co would I. 


this report was made on searching 


ts 
of both Houses. The report is an entirety, but 
the two Houses can adopt reba i w 






eagreed | 





| 


¢ 


cannot agree to surrender my position to these 
-amendments. I cannot do it in justice to myself; 
but, sir, | would not endanger the public business 
in any way. The Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. 
Jounson,] knows my position. All that I have 
asked is that you wiil appoint.an additional com- 
mittee of conference to take charge of the three 
remaining questions of dispute and relieve me. I 
think the Senate might have done it without any 
danger to the public business. If I did not believe 
so, | should not have asked for it. If, however, 
the Senate are deliberately of opinion that the bill 
will be endangered by this course, I am willing to 


sacrifice myself to what [ believe to be a parlia- 


Mr. BENJAMIN. There is a 
and I wil! therefore vote** nay 


Mr. SLIDELLap 
the calling of the roll, and voted in the negative. 


sae 


m voting. 
” although I shou 
to persist ‘in this matter to the 


red in the Chamber during 
oun Ta 22, nays 13; as 


|| to lay it on the table, and let us have’a vote upon 
|| that, I shall be satisfied. 

Mr. SEWARD. One objection is enough, and 
| there are several such alread 


| Mr. BROWN. Then, of course, I shall have 


|| to let it go, if its consideration be objected to. 


| ment fixing the salary of the Chief Justice at 
$7,500, and of the Associate Justices at $7,000 each. 
H The House have struck it down, giving $6,500 to 


the Chief Justice, and $6,000 to. the associates. 


i CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER.- The committee of confer- 


|| ence of the two Houses on the civil and diplomatic 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have never taken | 


appropriation bill, like the committee which sat 
| upon the naval Srrrercatice bill, find it neces- 
| sary to consult the Senate upon three points. The 
first is in regard to the salaries of the Judges of the 


| Supreme Court. ‘The Senate adopted an amend- 





The next point is in relation to the allowance for 
the diplomatic services of P. Marsh and 
John S. Pendleton, who were associated in the 
same amendment. The House have allowed the 
claim of Mr. Schenck, as it was put on by the 
Senate, and have thrown out the whe . On these 
two points the committee of the two Houses have 
differed, and I come here, by their direction, to 
ask what instructions the Senate will give us on 


them. 
Mr. STUART. Let us recede. 
Mr. FOOT. Is it in order to move to insist on 
the amendment in the case of Mr. Marsh? | 
‘Mr. HUNTER. We have already insisted, 
and the question can be tried upon to 
recede.. +3 ” , 
Gita wae: > The Sena ; apni rab begga 
ve or four gentlemen for extra diplomatic ser- 
viees, and ite to it in some 
‘es, and refused it in é 
_Mr. DAWSON, As a member of the com- 
mittee of conference, I take this occasion to say 


to you, Mr. President, and through you to the 


1855 
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nearly three fourths of our propositions... Our || compensation to pages, folders, and others; and 
amendment in regard to the salaries of the Judges | 
of ihe Supreme Court { consider such an act of | Columbia and codify the same. 
justice that | would stand upon it individually at | 


tne risk of this bill. The next point was this: | 
Mr. Schenck and Mr. Pendleton were united in | 
the same special mission, occupied the same posi- | 
uon, discharged the same duties, The House | 
have agreed to provide for one, but rejected the | 
other. Mr. Marsh, whose services and position, | 
in the judgment of this body, entitled him to the | 
same compensation, has also been dis led b 
the House. The third point upon whi 
ig in relation to the arsenal in this city, 
Mr. HUNTER. Allow me to su 
friend that I think there will be no 
that point, 
twelve o’clock we must adjourn. 
past nine. I think it will be better for us to recede 


we differ 


from these disputed points, and close up this | 
It must be remembered that. 
the House of Representatives have had to give up | 
agreat deal which they valued. They eriginally i 

was | 
willing, for myself, to close the matter, and bring | 
in a report at once receding from these points; || 


but my colleagues on the committee were so | 


troublesome bill. 


passed a majority of our amendments. 


reluctant to do so that I thought it best to take 
the sense of the Senate. I hope the question will 


be taken without debate, for we have not time for | 
Sooner than waste time I would take || 


discussion, S ! 
the responsibility of going into the committee room | 


and yielding these points. 


t to my | 
ifficulty on | 
We have not much time left. At 
It is now half | 


y | 





Mr. FOOL. Mr. President, after the allowance | 


to Commodore Perry of $20,000 for his diplomatic 
services, after the allowance of $18,000 to Mr. 
Schenck for his diplomatic services, the Senate | 
voted, with great unanimity, an amendment allow- | 
ing $9,000 to Mr. Marsh for his extraordinary 
services for a full year, at the Government of | 
Greece. The House have concurred in the allow- | 
ance to Commodore Perry and to Mr. Schenck, | 
but have disagreed to the amendment allowing | 


9,000 for the extraordinary services of Mr. || 
Marsh, for which he never received a single dollar. || 


lam unable to comprehend upon what possible | 
ground, except upon some error, some mistake, 
on the part of the House, they could have inflicted 
this atrocious act; for I say it is atrocious, if done 
knowingly and advisedly. Under these circum- 
stances, | hope the Senate will not recede from 
that amendment, and that this unjust discrimina- | 
tion will not be made with the consent of the 


An act to improve the laws of the District of 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


his petition and papers. 
On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 
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dass that we have surrendered, I may say, | United States, passed March 3, 1855, voting sana | 
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The PRESIDENT. No, sir; the bill was read 


|| twice aome time ago, and referred to the Commit- 


} 


| 


'| my course upon such a question as this. 
Ordered, That Christian Hansen have leave to withdraw | 


Ordered, That the widow of Charles Newbold have leave | 


to withdraw her petition. 


On motion by Mr. TOUCEY, it was 


tee on Territories, and reported back. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. My friend from 
Alabama shows some feeling about this matter; 
for myself, [have none. [| have no difficulty in 
For my 
part I do not care how many new Siates are 
brought into the Unign. Let them come in as fast 
as they can when they have the neceseary popu- 
lation. It is thought by some that this Territory 
is too small for a State. Well, sir, if it is as large 
as Missouri, as | understand it is, I do not want 
it to be any larger: I know some gentlemen en- 


|| tertain the idea that, by the passage of this bill we 


Ordered, That Charles Stearns have leave to withdraw | 


his petition and papers. 
On motion by Mr. WELLER, it was 


Ordered, That Isaac Williams have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the heirs of Simeon McKnight have leave If forty were to come here to-day with the neces- 


to withdraw their petition and papers. 


shall be breaking down the balance of power we- 
tween the free States and the slavebolding States. 


| For my part I do not care whether new States 
| come here with or without slavery; thatis a ques- 
|, tion for themselves, not for us. | am for admi.ting 


|| them. 


1 believe it is the constitutioral prerogative 


| of a State to come here and ask to be admuted. 


Mr. ALLEN. | ask leave to withdraw from the | 
files the papers of the widow of Dr. McMullan, of | 
the Army, who has petitioned for a pension. An | 


adverse report was made, 
a letter requesting the withdrawal of the papers. 
Mr. BADGE 
whether the adverse report was concurred in b 
the Senate? 
s Mr. ALLEN. I 
mys 
"The 


presume so. It was presented 


elf. 
PRESIDENT. If there is an adverse 


| report the papers cannot be withdrawn. 


Senate of the United States. i 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I hope the question will be | 
taken. 


We have but. two hours and a half; the || 


report has not been written, and that will take || 


twenty minutes, 


I move that we recede, and [ |! 


ask that the question be taken on the amendments | 


ages. 
Mr. FOOT. 


upon receding from the disagreement of the Sen- 


ings urt. 
r. BENJAMIN. I hope the Senate will not 
recede from that. 

Mr. BADGER, __L hope so too. 

The motion to recede was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. I now move that we recede 
from the.amendatent in relation to Mr, Marsh 
Mr. Pendleton. I regret very much to have to do | 
80; nothing but a sense of necessity in order to 
close up the matter would induce me to do so. 


Mr. FOOT. I hope weshall not recede. 

Mr. BROWN. e can put them in next 
yer... 

The motion to was 


s agreed to. 

chan aaealanaak teoecoentea ee 

en on rom the amendment in rega 
40 the arsenal; the other points being settled, we 
can negotiate about that, ; 

_. ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. © 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fol- 
wing enrolled bills, which had previously re- 
ceived the signature of the Speaker of the House: 





and ! 


| 


| 


as 





|| to requi 
|| po 


Mr. ALLEN. That is sufficient. 
that in answer to the application. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 


and after some time spent therein the doors were || 
| reopened. 


STATE OF OREGON. 


On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill of the House of 
Representatives to enable the people of Oregon 
Territory to forma constitution and State gov- 


the Union. 
Mr. CLAY. I move to lay the bill on the table, 
and on that motion I call for the yeas and nays. 


I can state | 


i 
| 
} 
i} 
it 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| ernment, and for the admission of such State into | 


She has addressed me | 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being || 


taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 20; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Badger, Benjamin, Brodhead, 
Brown, Clay, Dawson, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hunter, 
Johnson, Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Thompson of 
Kemucky, and Toucey—18. 
NAY3—Messrs. Beil 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, Fessenden, 


Swart, Sumner, Wade, Weller, Wells, and Wilson—20. 
So the motion was not agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT. The question now is on 


‘o.te.th Frente of the Fi : : i agreeing to the amendment reported by the Com- 
ale e amendment of the House to our amend- | 


ment in negnee to the salaries of the Judges of the || 
rt . 


mittee on Territories. 
Mr.DOUGLAS. The amendments are simply 
ire Oregon to have at least sixty thousand 
ulation before admission. 
he amendments were agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT. The question is, shal! the 
amendments be engrossed and the bill be ordered 


Brainerd, Bright, Chase, Cooper, | 
Foot, Gwin, | 
|| Houston, Jones of Towa, Jones of Tennessee, Seward, 


I call for a division of the ques- | 


tion. | 
ThePRESIDENT. The first question will be | 





to a third reading? 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President_—— 
Mr. DOUGLAS. [I hope the Senator will allow | 


the bill to go to the House of Representatives. I 


have very little hope that it will be reached there, || 


but 1 think that I ought to discharge my duty b 
insi that it chell'be sent ane ee 
Mr.MASON. The Senator always discharges 
his duty, I have‘no doubt, but in the discharge of 
mine I shall be very reluctant to see this bill passed 
at the present session. I must ask for the yeas 
and nays = it. ; 
Mr. JOHNSON. I move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of -the bill until to-morrow. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. a havea test question 
as well, . 


on ee t just 
Mr. JOH ISON I insist on my motion. 


sary population asking to be admitted without 
slavery, as ultra as 1 am on that subject, | would 
vote to admitthem. Str, when thetimecomes when 
a State asks to be admitted with slavery, and shall 
be rejected solely because she tolerates slavery, 


| f am for revolution, and 1 am willing to give to 
Allow me to ask the Senator | 


y 


others what I ask for myself. 1 will vote for this 
bill because [ am willing that States shall come 
here with or without slavery as tlre people choose. 
I desire to stand right on the record, and, there- 
fore, | vote for this bili. When a Siate comes 


| hereasking for admission withslavery,1 willstand 


by her and fight for her. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
The pending bill having been temporarily laid 


On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate pro- | aside, 


Mr. HUNTER submitted the following report: 


The commitee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government ior the year 
ending June 30, 1856, and for other purposes, have met, 
and, after a full and free conference, have agreed to recom- 
mend, and do recommend to their respective Houses, as 
follows : 

That the Senate do concur in the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the ninth, fourteenzh. one hun- 
dred and thirty-sixth, and one hundred and forty-third 
amendments of the Senate. 

That the House of Representatives agree to the twenty: 
fourth amendment of the Senate, with au amendment as 
follows: 

Add at the end thereof: 

Provided, That the same shall not extend to the chap- 
ain. ‘ 

That the House of Representatives agree to the seventy- 
first amendment of the Senate, with an amendment, as fol- 
lowe: 

Strike out all after the word “‘ which,’’ in the nineteenth 
line, to the end of the section, and irjsert, ** a sum equal to 
the proceeds of the sale hereinafter directed, is hereby ap- 
propriated.’’ 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
amendment to the sixty-seventh amendment of the Senate. 

That the Senate do reer-de from its seventh, tenth, twen'y- 
first, twenty filth, twenty-ninth, thirtieth, thirty-seventh, 
forty- first, forty-third, forty-sixth, foriy-seventh, forty- 


| eighth, fifty-first, filty-second, fifty third, filty furth, fifty- 
| fifth, fifty-seventh, ifty-eighib, fiity-ninth, eixtieth, sixty 


| first, sixty-sixth, seventy-seventh, seventy-rigiih, seventy- 


ninth, eghty-fourth, eighty-sixth, eighty-eighth, ninety- 
first, ninety-fourth, ninety sixth, one buadred aud third, one 


| hundred and fourth, one hundred aud fib, one hundred 
| and seventh, one hundred and ninth, one hundred and tenth, 


one hundred and cleventh, ote hundred and sixteenth, one 
hundred and nineteenth, one hundred and twenty first, one 


| hundred and twenty-sixih, one hundred and i weuty-eighth, 
| one hundied and twenty-ninth, one hundred ond thirty- 


hundred and 


’ 


} 
| 
| 
j 
| 


__ Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas ‘and nays; | 


|| eighth, and one hundred atid forty- first amendinents to ihe 


bill. 

And that the House of Representatives do concur in the 
thirty-second, thirty. fifth, fluieth, sixty-ninth, cighty sev- 
enth, eighty-ninih, one hundred and second, once hundred 
and tweifth, one hundred and twen'y second, one bundred 
and twenty fourth, one hucdred and thirty-third, and one 
thirty seventh amendments of the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will stare to the Senate that 
we adopted to the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill one handred and forty-eight amendmenta. 
Of those the House of Representatives, either by 
itself or th h its committee of conference, has 
agreed to one hundred and one. 

Mr. STUART. That will dopretty well. 

Mr. BROWN. I should liketo know what we 
have given up. ‘ ° 
Mr. HUNTER. A large number of amerid- 


An act for the relief of Andrew H. Patterson; | and were ordered. ments. 

oe ee ee = ‘atthe | adhere. I ek third Fea oa objec | ott BROWN. I should like to know what 
ene pen, itled to. the b e || tion not prevent i and passage || they are. , 
resolution of the House of Represénta he eel trnean ears . | Mr. HUNTER. { cannot state them until the 








if 
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pores come here from the other House. If the || be able toanswer him. We recede from about 
se 


nator insists on having them read, when the | 
papers come here they may be read, perhaps, by | 
twelve o’clock, but 1 doubt whether they could be. | 

Mr. FOOT. . Is it not competent for any mem- | 
ber of the Senate to’call for the reading of the 
several amendments on which we are called upon 
to act? 

The PRESIDENT. Certainly. 

Mr. FOOT. | call forthe reading of the amend- 
ments. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then it must lie over until || 
the bill comes to us from the House. 


STATE OF OREGON. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Oregon bill. 

Mr. BELL. Before the question is taken on 
this bill, 1 feel it due to myself, as a member of 
the Committee on Territories, to eany a word by | 
way of explanation. | voted against laying the | 
bill on the table, and now I desire to state the cir- 
cumetahces under which I propose to vote for the 
bill. 

The honorable Senator from Illinois will do me || 
the justice to say that I opposed this bili in the 
committee as itcame from the House. As itcame 
to us there was no limitation whatever in regard 
to population. 1 understood that it was adopted 
in the House by an overwhelming majority, which 
surprised me very much. I| think the committee 
laid it over for two or three weeks upon my ob- 
jection. I objected that we were acting without 
satisfactory information, without any data upon 
which Congress could determine whether they had 
suflicient population to justify their admission. | 
Finally, the committee yielded, the honorable 
Senator from Iilimoiw himself agreeing to fix the 
limiteuion of sixty thousand inhabitants, at least, 
before they should be admitted. Information 
was also before the committee that the people of 
Oregon were already proceeding to form their con- 
sutution. Under these circumstances | gave my 
consent to the honorable Senator from I|linois to || 
report the bill with the amendments which have | 
been adopted, fixing the limitation on the number | 
of inhabirants. Now, I feel constrained to go for 
the biil because [ consider that | was, perhaps, 
the cause of the postponement, and | suppose the 
great objection now is, that it is brought upon us | 
ata time when we have not an opportunity to || 
consider it. I should like very much if the hon- | 
orable Senator from Illinois could forbear to press | 


the bill at the present time, in order that the mem- | 
bers of the Senate generally might have time to | 
look into it; but, under the circumstances, | feel 
bound to vote for the passage of the bill. 

Mr DOUGLAS. The explanation of the Sen- | 
ator from Tennessee is entirely correct, according | 
to my recollection, in all respects. | had hoped 
that our friends here would allow us to pass the | 
bill, inasmuch as the committee kept it back for || 
two or three weeks to accommodate the Senator, 
otherwise | should have had it passed before. 1 | 
hope the Senate will allow the bill to be passed in || 
its present unobjectionable shape. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forwey, their Clerk, 
announcing that they had agreed to the report of 
the committee of conference on the disagreeing | 
votes of the two Houses on the bill making ap- | 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses || 
of Geleenint for the year ending the 30th of | 
June, 1856, and for other purposes. 

Mr. HUNTER. { ask now, by general con- | 
sent, that the report may be taken up and acted | 
upon. Unless it be done immediately, the clerks 
cannot enroll the bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will not object to the con- | 
sideration of the riation bills, if the Senate | 
are ready to go on; but when this bill is disposed | 
of, | shall again call up the Oregon bill. 

The PRESIDENT. Are all the amendments 

vired to be read? 

tr. HONTER. I think Senators, on reflec- 
tion, will hardly —— that. ft will take along 
time to read them all, more time than we have left. 

Mr. FOOT. Will the Senator from Virginia | 
Staie generally, from recollection, from what | 
amendments the committee of conference ask us | 


1] 
; 





oto recede? 


Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator will ask the | 
question as to any particular amendment, I may ' 
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| have been agreed to by the House. 





March 8, 


bility for so conducting the pobiie business as to 








forty-seven amendments out of the one hundred || make it necessary that we should sit here at this 
and forty-eight. The most important amendments | hour of the Sabbath, to consommate measures ig 

| carry on the Government for the current year. | 
Mr. FOOT. There were several providing for | am willing, sir, to act, this morning, upon those 


| the construction of custom-houses and marine || measures which are ebsolutely indispensable to 
| hospitals ? 


| enable the Administration to carry on the Goy. 

Mr. HUNER. All the provisions for cus- | ernment; but f am not willing to sit here at this 
tom-houses were adopted, together with all those || hour of the Sabbath, wrangling over a measure 
for marine hospitals except one in Indiana. that cannot be consummated at this session. We 

Mr. FOOT. There was an appropriation of || owe it to our characters, to the dignity of the Sen. 
$25,000 agreed to by the Senate to authorize the || ate, and to the honor of the country, to close thig 
President of the United States to have a work of || unnecessary debate, which can lead to no practi. 


tories of New Mexico, Washington, Utah, and 
| Nebraska ? 


| bill to enable the people of Oregon to form a con- 


| tion to the bill. 


| spoken, or are striving to obtain the floor to speak 


|, art executed by Hiram Powers for the adornment 


of the Capitol? 
Mr. HUNTER, That was adopted by Pe | 


| House. 


Mr. FOOT. I will not insist upon the reading | 
of the amendments. 

Mr. BROWN. | wish to inquire of the Senator | 
from Virginia what became of the amendment we | 
adopted in regard to the claim of Richard W. | 
Thompson? I believe the House amended it. 

Mr. HUNTER. We have agreed to the amend- | 
ment of the House, which was a proviso that the 
consent of the Menomonee Indians should be ob- | 
tained. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I should be very glad if the 
Senator would state what was done with the 
amendments adopted by this body in regard to the 
public land system, and especially in reference to 
the salaries of the surveyors general in the Terri- 


Mr. HUNTER. Several of them were adopted 
by the House; but those provisions increasing the 
salaries were refused. 

Mr. JOHNSON. In every instance? 

Mr. HUNTER. I fecollect no exception; 
nearly all increases of salary were refused. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Was the increase refused 
to the Mint officers at New Orleans? 

Mr. HUNTER. No, sir; that provision is in 
the bill. 

The report of the committee was agreed to. 


STATE OF OREGON—AGAIN. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


stitution and State government, and for the admis- 
sion of such State into the Union. 
Mr. BROWN addressed the Senate in opposi- 


Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the honorable 
Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Doveias,] who presses 
this matter upon the Senate at this hour, has dis- 
tinctly informed us that he does not expect to 
secure the passage of this bill through Congress 
at this session. He wishes, he tells us, to put it 
upon its passage in .the Senate, although he does 
not expect it to pass the House. The feeling 
manifested by the honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi (Mr. Brown] and other Senators who have 





on this question, makes it absolutely certain that 
we cannot, if we would, in the brief hour of our 
existence, carry it through the Senate. Nothing 
whatever can be gained by spending the few re- 
maining moments of the session in wrangling over 





this measure. I therefore hope the honorable 
Senator from Illinois, who has charge of this 
measure, and all of us who are its friends, will 
now consent to lay it aside. There is no earthly 
chance for the bill to pass through the Senate 
to-day; and I hope we shall agree, by common 
consent, to lay aside this measure, and all other 
measures not absolutely necessary to carry on the 
Government until the meeting of the next Con- 
gress. 

The Congress of the United States, Mr. Presi- 
dent, at this moment stands in a most extraordi- 
nary position before the country. We, the rep- 
resentatives of Christian America, on this hallowed 
Sabbath morning, at eleven o’clock, are in session, 
engaged in the duties of legislation. At this very 
hour, millions of our countrymen, summoned by 
the *‘ church-going bells,”” are assembling to en- 
gage in the services this sacred day brings along 
with it. Hundreds of thousands of our fellow- 
citizens, when they shall read the proceedings of 
this day, will feel sincere and deep regret. They 
will see no necessity for this violation of the com- 
mand to «* Remember the Sabbath day and keep 
it holy,” and they will hold us to a just responsi- 


cable result, and to put aside this bill. 

| Mr. SEWARD. I wish to make a suggestion 

| to my honorable friend. When California came 
here to be admitted as a State, one great objection 

to her application was, that she had not been 

invited to come by act of Congress, according to 
the established precedents, but that she had come 
in like the State of Michigan, without a previous 
act of Congress authorizing her to apply for that 


| purpose. It was only after a long contest that she 


was admitted. Now we have the case of Oregon, 
and this application is made in her behalf, inviting 
her to form a constitution and come in. That jg: 


|| the old way—the way upon which all were agreed 


| before the case of Michigan. If we pass this bill, 


| we shall provide for the admission of Oregon in 
|| the old, customary, and unobjectionable way. if 


|| we do not, does not my honorable friend see that 


| she will come here at the next session of Congress, 


|| without an invitation, and subject to the objection 


| that she has come prematurely, and without the 

authority of Congress? 

| Again,can my honorable friend say that it is 
more important to pass a bill for paying creditors 
or for fulfilling contracts of the Government than 

| it is to admit into this Union a State on the Pa- 

| cific coast? [ think not. I think this is a ve 


|| good day. Legitimately and legislatively this is 


| Saturday, the 3d day of March. It will be so on 
| the records, and so the world unflerstands it. If, 
| however, the honorable Senator understands this 
to be Sunday, and if it be so, I think this is a very 
| good deed to be done on this day. 

| Mr. WILSON. The honorable Senator from 
| New York, Mr. President, says that this is legiti- 
— and legislatively Saturday, the 3d day ot 
| March—that it will be so on the records, and so 
| the world will understand it. I know, sir, that 
‘legislatively, Sunday, the 4th day of March at 
| eleven o’clock, is Saturday, the 3d day of March; 
but [ think, and the unsophisticated people of the 
| country will think, that this, the 4th of March, is 


| Sabbath day, and that we should consult the dig- 


_ nity of the Senate and the honor of the country by 
| 80 regarding it. The honorable Senator from 
|New York wished to know if I consider it more 
important to pass the appropriation bills than to 
pass an act authorizing a Territory on the shores 
of the Pacific to form a State constitution. The 
honorable Senator knows that it is of the highest 
importance to pass the civil and diplomatic bill, 
not yet reported by your conference committee, 
in order to fulfill the obligations of the Government 
and to carry into effect the laws of the country. 
Iam as anxious as the honorable Senator from 
New York, or any other Senator can be, to wel- 
come Oregon into this Confed of free Com- 
monwealths, but the honorable ator knows 
that this bill eannot become a law at this session, 
that it cannot, by any ibility, pass the Senate, 
and that all that can be gained by pressing it at 
this time, will be an hour’s délay, in which its 
friends will gain nothing. 1 therefore appeal to 
the honorable Senator from Illinois to press the 
measure no further, and to the Senate to lay it 
aside ent ks consent. ; : 
Mr: WELLER. I think I could very readily 
make a to the honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Brown,} but, sir, | cannot consent, 
upon the Sabbath, to engage in any secular busi- 
ness except that which is necessary: 
and, in my j i ‘not at all neces- 
sary now. Itis 'y to vote on these meas- 
to be decided L stay here for 
the purpose o you : t not for the purpose or 
speaking, on them. I am sorry that my friend 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Wrsow] has not acted 
ule, and abstained from doing any 
business, except necessary business, on the Sab- 


DOUGLAS. fam perfectly satiefied, from 
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the demonstrations which we have had here, that 
it is impossible to pass this bill this morning. We 
are now within an hour and a half of the expira- 
tion of the Thirty-Third Congress. Aslong asthe | 
discussion of thisbill was confined to its oppo- | 
nents, | felt disposed to sit it out; but when I am 
advised from the North that we had better not 

ress the bill, and when it is very clear that there 
is a union of the extreme North and Soath against 
us, it is perfectly hopeless to persist. { therefore 
give up the struggle, and move that the bill lie on 
the table. ; 

Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and = 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 27, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Allen, Badger, Ba , Bell, Benjamin, 
Brown, Clav, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, 
Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Johnsun, Jones of Tennessee, 
Mallory, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Shi#lds, 
Slidell, Thompsun of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, | 
Toucey, and Wells—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brainerd, Chase, Fessenden, Foot, Gil- 
lette, Houston, Seward, Stuart, Sumner, Wade, and Wel- 
ler—11. 

So the bill was ordered to lie on the table. 

EXAMINATION OF ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. HUNTER. I wish to ask general consent 
to enable the Committee on Enrolled Bills to carry 
the bills yet to be signed to the President without | 
reading them word for word. They cannot do 
that; but they may examine them in pages, | 
sparsim, it I may use the expression, and in that | 
way test, with tolerable accuracy, the correctness 
of the enrolled bills. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. . The committee cannot 
do this without the consent of the Senate, and I 
hope it will be granted. 

There being no objection, it was 

Ordered, That leave be given to the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, in examining them, to use, in their discretion, 
the best means for ascertaining their correctness, which 


may be in their power, there not being time to read them 
thoroughly. , " 


COURT HOUSE IN NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Mr. WELLS. An amendment tothe civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill was agreed to by the 
Senate, making an appropriation for aiding in the | 
construction of a court house in Exeter, New 
Hampshire, but in the hurry it was stricken out. 
I am informed, however, by gentlemen of the | 
House, that if we pass the proposition as a sepa- | 
rate joint resolution, they will agree to it. I there- | 
fore ask leave to introduce a joint resolution pro- 
viding for the construction ef a court house for the 
use of the United States at Exeter, New Hamp- | 
shire. 

Leave was granted, and the joint resolution was | 
read a first time and ordered tu a second reading. 
It proposes to appropriate $15,000 for the pur- 

se, provided the authorities of the county of 
Reckieaiietay: New Hampshire, shall execute to 
the United States e license for the perpetual use of 
the court house by the United States, free of rent 
or other charge. 

_Mr. W- 





- lask for its present considera- 


tion. 

Mr. SEWARD. <I object to any new business 
at this time. 

The PRESIDENT. Objection being made 
the joint resolution cannot be considered now. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

Am from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr.. KeKean, Chief Clerk, announced that 
they had passed the bill of the Senate to increase 
the compens@tion of the registers of land offices 
and receivers of public moneys, under the act en- 
titled ** An act to graduate and reduce the price of 
the public lands to actual settlers and cultivators,’’ 
approved August 4, 1854, 

Dh c sees ee print 

An act making a atior ul 8 
vice for the: 
















|| for the payment of their salaries and other inci- 


| wait on the President 
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The bills were then signed by the President 
pro tempore. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a report of the Secretary of 
War containing ail the information that can now 
be furnished io reply to the resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the 28th.of February, requiring a statement 
of the number of muskets, rifles, and other arms 
and equipments delivered to the State arsenals 
respectively, the number remaining in hand, and 
the number sold and accounted for; which was 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Also, a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States containing a communication from the 
Secretary of the, [nterior, with accompanying esti- | 
mates, and recommending that the appropriations 
therein asked for be made; which was ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 











War, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, a copy of the report of Lieutenant 
M. L. Smith of the survey of the line between 
Cedar Key and Amelia Island, in Florida; which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 


TEXAS BOUNDARY LINE. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a copy of an act of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Texas, approved 11th Feb- | 
ruary, 1854, making partial provision for running | 
and marking the boundary line between that State 
and the Territories of the United States from the 
point where it leaves the Red river to its inter- 
section with the Rio Grande, and appropriating 
$10,000 for the purpose, when the United States 
shall have made provision by an enactment of 
law, for the appointment of the necessary officers 
to join in the execution of the survey. The Pres- 
ident recommends that provision be made by law 
for the appointment of officers to act in conjunc- 
tion with those to be appointed by the State of 
Texas; and that $10,000, at least, be appropriated | 





dental expenses. The message was ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. , 

On mction by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business. 
The doors were reopened at twenty minutes before 
twelve o’clock. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received ‘from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Secfe- 
tary, announcing that he had approved and signed 
an act to increase the compensation of the regis- 
ters of land offices and receivers of public moneys 
under the act entitled ** An act to graduate and 
reduce the price of the public lands to actual set- 
Oe and cultivators,” approved August 4, 1854; 
an 

An act for the relief of Irene G. Scarritt. 

FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. | I move that a commit- 
tee of two members be appointed to join such 
committee as may be appointed on the part of the 
House of tatives, to wait on the Pres- 
ident of the United States and inform him that the 
two Houses of Congress are ready to close the 
present session of Congress by an adjournment. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Firzrat- 
rick and Mr. Foor were appointed the commit- 
tee on the part of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, informed the Senate 
that the House had closed its business, and was 


tosadjourn, and had inted Mr. Geonce 
vi ones, of Tennessee, 





Svat icetaeaee Cnt 
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on the President of the United States, and inform 
him that, unless he had further :ommunication to 
make to the two Houses of they were 
ready to close their respective sessions by an 


= 

The committee retired, and in a few minutes 
returned. 

; Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. President, the 
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inform him that the two Houses have closed their 

and are ready to adjourn, have performed 
that duty, and received for answer, that he has no 
farther communication to make to either branch 


of Congress. 

The PRESIDENT. The time for the expira- 
tion of the session having arzived, nothing remains 
but for the Presiding Officer to declare the Senaie 
adjourned sine die. — 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarvrpar, March 3, 1855. 


The House metateleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Witttam H. Mizaven. 


The SPEAKER. It was impossible for the 
Clerks to make up the Journal of yesterday in ime 
for the meeting of the House thia morning. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I move that the reading of 
the Journal be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States trans- 
mitting and recommending estimates of appropria- 
tions made by the Secretary of the Interior for the 
purpose of fulfilling the stipulations of the treaty 
of 2lst of January, 1855, with the Wyandot 
Indians; which was, on motion by Mr. Oxps, laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, acommunication from the President, trans- 
mitting a copy of an act of the Legislature of Texas, 
approved 11th February, 1854, making partial! pro- 
vision for running and marking the beundary 
line between said State and the Territories of the 
United States, from the point where said line leaves 
the Red river to its intersection with the Rio 
Grande, and appropriating $10,000 towards carry- 
ing the eame into effect when the United States 
shall have made provision, by enactment of jaw, 
for the appointment of the necessa:y officers to 
join in the execution of said aurvey. The Presi- 
dent concludes the communication by a recom- 
mendation that provision be made by law for the 
appointment of officers to act in conjanction with 
those to be appointed by the State of Texas, and 
that the sum of $10.000, at least, be appropriated 
for the payment of their salaries, and the necessary 
incidental expenses. 

On motion by Mr. HAMILTON, the commu- 
nication was laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the War Department, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of 2ist February, 1855, 
the report and accompanying maps by Colonel C. 
A. Fuller, of his Jate survey of Red river, in the 
region of the raft; which was laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

‘Also, the report-of the Secretary of Waron the 
several Pacific railroad explorations, and accom- 
panying maps; which were laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitting a report of the fines imposed and deduc- 
tions from the pay of contractors, made during 
the preceding year for failures to deliver the mail, 
or for any other cause, &c.; which was ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
the ninth annual report of the Board of Regents of 
the operations, expenditures, and condition of the 
Smithsonian Institution; which was laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

REPORT ON SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

Mr. UPHAM. Mr. Speaker, | would ask the 
unanimous consent of the House for leave, in this 
connection, to submit a report and accompanying 
papers from the select committee raised to investi- 
gate the management and condition of the Smith- 
sonian Institution 


ieee was no objection, and the report was 
received. 

Mr.UPHAM. A minority reportwill be sub- 
mitted; and I move that both reports be laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr UPHAM. I would now ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House for leave to introduce 
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